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SUMMARY OF EVENTS

In the early morning hours of September 30, 2025, approximately 300 federal law
enforcement agents surrounded an apartment complex located at 7500 S. South Shore Drive
in Chicago, lllinois. They were preparing to execute one of the largest and most aggressive
immigration enforcement operations during Operation Midway Blitz. The federal agents
arrived in armored trucks and unmarked vans. Other agents rappelled onto the roof of the
130-unit, five story building from a Blackhawk military helicopter. Former CBP commander
Gregory Bovino was on-scene and oversaw the operation. He told an embedded reporter that
they were pursuing suspected members of the Venezuelan gang, Tren de Aragua (TdA) who
had reportedly taken over units in the complex' that federal agents planned "to hit via force

with guns."”

Multiple federal agencies participated in the operation, including CBP, ICE, Homeland
Security Investigations, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF), and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. They were joined by various specialized tactical units,
including CBP's Border Patrol Tactical Unit (BORTAC). The federal agents were masked and
heavily armed with automatic weapons, flashbang grenades, and breaching tools. A camera
crew, including cameras for the national cable news network NewsNation, and drones
followed the federal agents as they carried out the operation. DHS shared video footage of
the apartment raids on social media, showing federal agents breaching doors and angling
weapons into apartments in the complex."Reports indicate that at least 37 individuals were
arrested that day for immigration violations, and many more were detained for lengthy periods
of time without any subsequent charges for criminal activity.

Image 1 Federal agents Image 2 Federal vehicles Image 3 Aerial view of apartment
outside apartment building’ outside apartment building" building with spotlights”
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file:

Federal agents went door to door, forcing their way into apartments, battering down doors
and cutting out deadbolts. Federal agents pointed military-style guns at residents, pulled
them from their beds, restrained them with zip ties, and marched them out of the building. At
least six residents reported that agents physically struck or kicked them. A law enforcement
dog bit a tenant, leaving blood on the floor of an apartment. In at least one apartment, federal

agents forced a resident to his knees while his 6-year-old nephew clung to him, sobbing."

Residents did not have time to clothe themselves or their children before the federal agents
dragged them out of the building in the early morning hours. Federal agents scrawled
apartment numbers in black marker on the arms, bare chests, and foreheads of complex
residents, all while a NewsNation camera invited by the federal agencies filmed the scene.
Masked federal agents required residents to line up outside of the building, asked their name
and country of origin, and lifted their shirts to inspect them for tattoos, asking whether they
were members of TdA. Residents were not told why they were being detained and were

not permitted to contact attorneys. Over two dozen residents reported that federal agents
entered their apartment units without presenting a judicial warrant. To date, DHS has not

publicly released any judicial warrants authorizing the raid.

Image 4 Resident finds his apartment unit ransacked
after the raid"

Federal agents zip-tied and removed residents, including many U.S citizens, from their
apartments. Federal agents placed them in unmarked vans, questioned them, and detained
them for several hours. One resident, a 67-year-old man and U.S. citizen, told reporters that
federal agents broke through his door and dragged him out in zip ties. He was left outside of
the building for nearly three hours before the federal agents released him. “l asked [agents]
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why they were holding me if | was an American citizen, and they said | had to wait until they
looked me up,” the man said. "l asked if they had a warrant, and | asked for a lawyer. They

never brought one.""

“It looks like hell. ICE really just a gang.”
— Apartment Resident

Many residents who were not U.S. citizens were taken to detention centers and endured harsh
conditions for weeks. Many residents were subsequently removed from the country, even if
they had pending asylum claims or other kinds of recognized status. Those residents who
were able to return to their apartments after the raid reported that the building hallways were
filled with debris, personal belongings were scattered or stolen from their apartments, and
paperwork was missing. Residents reported valuable items being stolen from their apartments
because agents had broken doors during the raid, leaving their units unprotected while they

were gone. Residents who were deported have been unable to get their belongings.

Image 5 Agent brandishing weapon  Image 6 Agent holding weapon Image 7 Agents using ladder to
outside apartment building * outside apartment building scale a fence ™

Federal agents reported that they carried out the apartment raids because the building

was “known to house dangerous undocumented individuals from Venezuela who have
suspected affiliation” with TdA.¥ They pointed to intelligence from federal law enforcement
agencies indicating that TdA members and other suspected criminals had “seized control of
approximately 30 vacant apartments” in the building and that ATF had conducted several

undercover operations to purchase illicit firearms in the apartment complex.” They also noted
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that suspected TdA members on the second floor were “known to be armed with pistols,
rifles, and grenades.”" The federal agents did not report that they were executing any judicial
warrants and reported instead that the “manager granted [federal agencies] written consent
to search vacant apartments for individuals who are amenable to deportation as well as

other criminal activity located in the building.” On the day of the operation, Gregory Bovino
reported that federal agents had detained “a couple of potential targets” with affiliations

to TdA.™" A DHS spokesperson stated that an additional 35 individuals were detained for

immigration violations and that some had violent criminal histories.*i

However, subsequent reporting has cast doubt on DHS' claims that the operation was
targeted at violent criminals with terrorist affiliations, suggesting instead that the raids were
intended to remove tenants and other individuals who were undocumented. Despite the
references in the federal agents’ incident report to weapons and even explosives in some
of the units, federal prosecutors have not filed criminal charges against anyone who was
arrested as part of the South Shore raid.*i" According to ProPublica, records of two individuals
detained during the raids make no mention of TdA. Rather, the records indicate that the
operation was “based on intelligence that there were illegal aliens unlawfully occupying
apartments.”* Federal agents said they focused their search on units “that were not legally
rented or leased at the time."* Others have criticized the disproportionate show of force,
pointing to a highly produced video clip displaying “military hardware and agents armed for
combat” that was posted on social media just days after the raids.*

These events have devastated the lives of many South Shore residents, who continue to
suffer physical and emotional trauma, and have had their lives in Chicago entirely upended.
One mother who was deported with her six-year-old son feared that federal agents would
shoot her or her family when they forcibly entered their apartment.* She fainted as she was
escorted outside with other residents. She spent a month in poor conditions at a detention
center in Texas where the rust-colored water was undrinkable. She agreed to deportation and
still feels scared and cries about the incident.

The lllinois Department of Human Rights filed a housing discrimination charge to investigate
the landlord's role in the immigration raids in January 2026 to determine whether any state
laws may have been violated.* The investigation is ongoing.
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Commission Determinations of Misconduct

Based on the information it has gathered, the Commission has determined that there is
reasonable cause to believe that federal agents should be formally investigated for possible
violations of agency policy, state and federal criminal laws, and individuals’ constitutional
rights. In particular, the following instances of misconduct should be investigated further:

Agents may have violated the constitutional rights of individuals when they forcibly
entered apartment units as part of warrantless searches and when they detained

individuals who were not suspected of engaging in criminal activity.

Agents may have violated federal law and court orders when they arrested individuals
who were suspected of being illegally present in the United States without the required
flight risk assessment.

Federal officials and agents likely issued misleading statements in their incident report
about the need for militarized law enforcement to enter and detain men, women, and
children when no federal criminal charges have been filed against any individuals.
Agents may also have violated agency policy by using dangerous and highly
militarized tactics, such as rappelling from a helicopter onto a rooftop in a residential
neighborhood, for the purpose of producing social media content and other publicity.
According to policing experts, the use of a military helicopter to rappel onto the roof
of a residential building for the type of operation executed at South Shore was a
significant departure from standard practice because it places residents, bystanders,
and the agents in extreme danger from a helicopter mishap.*V
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Image 8 An aerial view of the apartment building raided by federal agents in Chicago’s South Shore neighborhood
(Source: Mustafa Hussain for ProPublica)*v
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