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1APPENDIX A – Timeline of Significant Events

This document highlights significant events in the lead-up to and during Operation Midway 
Blitz. The Commission has tried to identify as many significant events as possible involving 
uses of federal force, changes to federal policy, and significant actions that tell the story of 
Operation Midway Blitz. 

PRIOR TO PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIRST TERM

•	 March 7, 1985 – Chicago becomes second ‘welcoming city’ in the nation through an 
executive order issued by Chicago Mayor Harold Washington.1

•	 March 29, 2006 - Chicago City council adopts ordinance to become a welcoming 
city.2 The welcoming ordinance was amended in 2012 to add clarity to the ordinance’s 
purpose and intent, and again in 2016 to strengthen certain provisions.

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIRST ADMINISTRATION

•	 Jan. 20, 2017 – Donald J. Trump inaugurated as President of the United States. 

•	 Jan. 25, 2017 – President Trump issues Executive Order 13768 (Enhancing Public 
Safety in the Interior of the United States) declaring that “sanctuary jurisdictions” shall 
not be eligible to receive federal grants.3

•	 July 25, 2017 - U.S. Department of Justice attempts to withhold federal funds under 
the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (Byrne JAG) program for FY 
2017 from the City of Chicago and State of Illinois for failure to cooperate with U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement pursuant to EO 13768.4

•	 Aug. 28 , 2017– Effective date of Illinois TRUST Act, 5 ILCS 805/1 et. seq., prohibiting 
state and local law enforcement coordination with civil immigration enforcement.

1	 City of Chicago, Office of the Mayor, Executive Order 85-1, March 7, 1985.
2	 City of Chicago, Coun. J. 3-29-06, p. 74325.
3	 Executive Order 13768, Enhancing Public Safety in the Interior of the United States, 82 Fed. Reg. 8799 (Jan. 30, 2017).
4	 Congressional Research Service, “DOJ Grant Conditions Target Sanctuary Jurisdictions: Litigation Update,” May 4, 2018, 

https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/LSB10126.

https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/LSB10126
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•	 Nov. 16, 2017 –White House Officials ask federal agencies if individuals arrested at 
the southern border could be bused to “small- and mid-sized sanctuary cities” in 
order to alleviate a shortage of detention space and to send a message to Democratic 
opponents. ICE officials responded with budgetary, liability, and public relations 
concerns and the idea did not progress.5 In February 2018, White Officials again raise 
idea of bussing asylum seekers to sanctuary cities, an idea which was rejected by the 
ICE legal department as inappropriate.6

•	 April 19, 2018 – Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals upholds a nationwide preliminary 
injunction preventing the Department of Justice from imposing conditions related 
to law enforcement cooperation with immigration authorities on FY 2017 Byrne JAG 
funding, including for the City of Chicago and the State of Illinois.7 The preliminary 
injunction was narrowed on June 26 to only apply to the City of Chicago, after which 
the Illinois Attorney General filed a lawsuit challenging the withholding of State funds.8 
A permanent injunction with respect to the FY 2017 funds for the State of Illinois was 
entered on Sept. 26, 2018.9

•	 May 7, 2018 – U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions announces “Zero Tolerance” policy 
to prosecute all individuals crossing the border and to separate children from parents.10 
It’s estimated that more 4,00 children were separated from their parents under the Zero 
Tolerance policy.11

5	 Rachel Bade & Nick Miroff, White House Proposed Releasing Immigrant Detainees In Sanctuary Cities Targeting Political 
Foes, The Washington Post, Apr. 11, 2019, https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/white-house-proposed-
releasing-immigrant-detainees-in-sanctuary-cities-targeting-political-foes/2019/04/11/72839bc8-5c68-11e9-9625-
01d48d50ef75_story.html.

6	 Id.
7	 City of Chicago v. Sessions, 888 F.3d 272 (7th Cir. 2018).
8	 Matt Masterson, Attorney General Madigan Sues DOJ Over Withheld Federal Funding, WTTW,  July 13, 2018,  

https://news.wttw.com/2018/07/13/attorney-general-madigan-sues-doj-over-withheld-federal-funding.
9	 Compl. ¶ 24, State of Illinois v. Barr, 1:19-cv-03461 (N.D. Il. May 23, 2019), https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/

dA/4eea73fc79/201905-23%20DEPARTMENT%20OF%20JUSTICE%20FOR%20WITHHOLDING%20ILLINOIS%20
LAW%20ENFORCEMENT%20FUNDING.pdf

10	 Richard Gonzales, Sessions Says ‘Zero Tolerance’ For Illegal Border Crossers, Vows to Divide Families, NPR, May 7, 2018, 
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/07/609225537/sessions-says-zero-tolerance-for-illegal-border-
crossers-vows-to-divide-families.

11	 Caitlin Dickerson, We need to take away children, The Atlantic, September 2022, https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/
archive/2022/09/trump-administration-family-separation-policy-immigration/670604/.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/white-house-proposed-releasing-immigrant-detainees-in-sanctuary-cities-targeting-political-foes/2019/04/11/72839bc8-5c68-11e9-9625-01d48d50ef75_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/white-house-proposed-releasing-immigrant-detainees-in-sanctuary-cities-targeting-political-foes/2019/04/11/72839bc8-5c68-11e9-9625-01d48d50ef75_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/white-house-proposed-releasing-immigrant-detainees-in-sanctuary-cities-targeting-political-foes/2019/04/11/72839bc8-5c68-11e9-9625-01d48d50ef75_story.html
https://news.wttw.com/2018/07/13/attorney-general-madigan-sues-doj-over-withheld-federal-funding
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/4eea73fc79/201905-23%20DEPARTMENT%20OF%20JUSTICE%20FOR%20WITH
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/4eea73fc79/201905-23%20DEPARTMENT%20OF%20JUSTICE%20FOR%20WITH
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/4eea73fc79/201905-23%20DEPARTMENT%20OF%20JUSTICE%20FOR%20WITH
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/07/609225537/sessions-says-zero-tolerance-for-illega
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/05/07/609225537/sessions-says-zero-tolerance-for-illega
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2022/09/trump-administration-family-separation-policy-immigration/670604/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2022/09/trump-administration-family-separation-policy-immigration/670604/


3APPENDIX A – Timeline of Significant Events

•	 May 19-25, 2018 – Operation Keep Safe in Chicago during which ICE engaged in 
pattern of executing warrantless arrests without probable cause, arresting 156 people, 
including 106 without warrants which become the basis for the allegations in the 
Castanon Nava Consent Decree.12

•	 May 29, 2018 – Two Chicago residents file class action complaint in Castanon Nava 
v. Department of Homeland Security in U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 
Illinois challenging the “indiscriminate enforcement actions, through traffic stops, home 
raids, and other sweeps” conducted during Operation Keep Safe.13

•	 July 23, 2018 –DHS issues regulations expanding the use of expedited removal to any 
noncitizens encountered anywhere in the U.S. who were not admitted or paroled, and 
who could not demonstrate that they had been present in the U.S. for more than two 
years. With this expansion, more populations would not have an opportunity to contest 
their removal before an immigration judge. The rules were enjoined by a District Court 
in September 2019, although a subsequent appeals court ruling in June allowed them 
to take effect.14 The rules were later rescinded by the Biden Administration. 

•	 Nov. 20, 2018 –U.S. Department of Justice attempts to impose same conditions related 
to immigration enforcement on the FY 2018 Byrne JAG funds as were enjoined for 
FY 2017.15 The Illinois Attorney General filed a legal challenge to the FY 2018 funding 
conditions on May 23, 2019, and a settlement agreement was reached October 25, 
2019, under which a court order prohibited the Department of Justice from imposing 
the challenged conditions on Illinois’ funds.16

12	 Press Release, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, “ICE arrests 156 criminal aliens and immigration violators 
during Operation Keep Safe in Chicago Area,” May 25, 2018,” available at: https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ice-
arrests-156-criminal-aliens-and-immigration-violators-during-operation-keep-safe.

13	 Second Amend. Compl., Nava v. Dep.’t of Homeland Sec., 1:18-cv-03757 (N.D. Ill. Dec. 18, 2018).
14	 Migration Policy Institute, “Four Years of Profound Change,” at 45 (Feb. 2022), available at:  

https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-trump-at-4-report-final.pdf.
15	 Compl. ¶ 28, State of Illinois v. Barr, 1:19-cv-03461 (N.D. Il. May 23, 2019), https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/

dA/4eea73fc79/201905-23%20DEPARTMENT%20OF%20JUSTICE%20FOR%20WITHHOLDING%20ILLINOIS%20
LAW%20ENFORCEMENT%20FUNDING.pdf

16	 Press Release, Office of Illinois Attorney General, “Attorney General Raoul Secures $6.6 Million in Federal Funding for 
Illinois Law Enforcement,” Oct. 25, 2019, https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/19818fe561/201910-25%206.6%20
MILLION%20IN%20FEDERAL%20FUNDING%20FOR%20ILLINOIS%20LAW%20ENFORCEMENT.pdf.

https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ice-arrests-156-criminal-aliens-and-immigration-violators-during-operation-keep-safe
https://www.ice.gov/news/releases/ice-arrests-156-criminal-aliens-and-immigration-violators-during-operation-keep-safe
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/mpi-trump-at-4-report-final.pdf
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/4eea73fc79/201905-23%20DEPARTMENT%20OF%20JUSTICE%20FOR%20WITHHOLDING%20ILLINOIS%20LAW%20ENFORCEMENT%20FUNDING.pdf
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/4eea73fc79/201905-23%20DEPARTMENT%20OF%20JUSTICE%20FOR%20WITHHOLDING%20ILLINOIS%20LAW%20ENFORCEMENT%20FUNDING.pdf
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/4eea73fc79/201905-23%20DEPARTMENT%20OF%20JUSTICE%20FOR%20WITHHOLDING%20ILLINOIS%20LAW%20ENFORCEMENT%20FUNDING.pdf
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/19818fe561/201910-25%206.6%20MILLION%20IN%20FEDERAL%20FUNDING
https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/dA/19818fe561/201910-25%206.6%20MILLION%20IN%20FEDERAL%20FUNDING
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•	 Dec. 20, 2018– Trump Administration announces the “Remain in Mexico” program (also 
known as the Migrant Protection Protocols) which requires individuals seeking asylum 
to wait in Mexico prior to their U.S. immigration court hearing, rather than be paroled 
into the United States pending a decision.17

•	 Jan. 1, 2019 – Effective date of Illinois’ Voices of Immigration Communities Empowering 
Victims Enforcements (VOICES) Act, 5 ILCS 825/1 et. seq., which requires law 
enforcement agencies to establish procedures for responding to requests from victims 
of certain crimes who were applying for a U-visa or T-visa, which provide lawful 
nonimmigrant status to individuals who assist law enforcement in investigating or 
prosecuting the crime. 

•	 March 26, 2020 – Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) issues order under 
Sections 362 and 365 of the Public Health Service Act to suspend entry of individuals 
into the United States at a land Port of Entry or Border Patrol station at or near the 
United States borders with Canada and Mexico, on the basis that such entries are a 
threat to public health due to the COVID-19 pandemic.18

PRESIDENT BIDEN’S ADMINISTRATION

•	 Jan. 20, 2021 – Joseph R. Biden inaugurated as President of the United States.

•	 June 1, 2021 – Biden Administration’s Department of Homeland Security terminates 
the Migrant Protection Protocol (also known as the “Remain in Mexico” policy) amidst 
humanitarian concerns,19 although subsequent litigation would not allow its complete 
termination until 2023.20

•	 Oct. 27, 2021 - U.S. Department of Justice expands restrictions on immigration 
enforcement at sensitive locations.21

17	 U.S. Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen M. Nielsen, Memorandum: Policy Guidance for Implementation 
of the Migrant Protection Protocols, Jan. 25, 2019, available at:  
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/19_0129_OPA_migrant-protection-protocols-policy-guidance.pdf.

18	 Notice of Order Under Sections 362 and 365 of the Public Health Service Act, Suspending Introduction of Certain 
Persons From Countries Where a Communicable Disease Exists, 85 Fed. Reg. 17060 (March 26, 2020).

19	 Department of Homeland Security, Migrant Protection Protocols (Biden Administration Archive – February 2021),  
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/migrant-protection-protocols-biden-administration.

20	 Congressional Research Service, “Rescission of the Migrant Protection Protocols: Litigation Developments,” Feb. 8, 2023, 
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/LSB10915.

21	 Memorandum from Alejandro N. Mayorkas, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “Guidelines for 
Enforcement Actions in or Near Protected Areas,” Oct. 27, 2021, available at: https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-content/
uploads/2024/12/21_1027_opa_guidelines-enforcement-actions-in-near-protected-areas.pdf.

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/19_0129_OPA_migrant-protection-protocols-policy-guidance.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/archive/migrant-protection-protocols-biden-administration
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/LSB10915
https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/21_1027_opa_guidelines-enforcement-actions-in-near-protected-areas.pdf
https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/21_1027_opa_guidelines-enforcement-actions-in-near-protected-areas.pdf
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•	 Nov. 21, 2021 – ICE issues warrantless arrest and vehicle policy stop pursuant to 
Castanon-Nava Settlement Agreement.

•	 Feb. 8, 2022 – U.S. District Court Judge Rebecca Pallmeyer approves proposed 
Castanon-Nava Settlement Agreement by which ICE agreed to adopt a policy requiring 
individualized assessment of reasonable suspicion that an individual was likely to 
escape when executing a warrantless arrest, consistent with the Immigration and 
Nationality Act.22

•	 Aug. 31, 2022 – Texas Governor Greg Abbott directs Texas Division of Emergency 
Management to charter buses for transporting asylum seekers who enter at the Texas 
and Mexico border to sanctuary cities. The first bus to Chicago arrives at Union Station 
on August 31.23

•	 May 11, 2023 – The suspension of entries at the Southern Border pursuant to Title 42 
of the Public Health Service Act ends with the expiration of the COVID-19 federal public 
health emergency.24

•	 July 1, 2024 – U.S. Supreme Court issues decision in Trump v. United States, 603 
U.S. 593 (2024) holding that a former President is entitled to absolute immunity from 
criminal prosecution for actions within his conclusive and preclusive constitutional 
authority, and is entitled to at least a presumption of immunity for all official acts.

PRESIDENT TRUMP WINS PRESIDENCY FOR 
SECOND TERM

•	 Nov. 5, 2024 – Donald J. Trump wins election for second Presidential term.

•	 Nov. 14, 2024 – On Donald Trump Jr.’s podcast, President-Elect Trump’s Border Czar 
Tom Homan said that the public should expect to see “Shock and Awe” on Day 1 of the 
new Trump Administration.25

22	 Settlement Agreement and Release, Nava v. Dep’t of Homeland Sec., 1:18-cv-03757 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 30, 2021).
23	 Press Release, Office of the Texas Governor, “Governor Abbott Announces First Bus of Migrants Arrives in Chicago,”  

Aug. 31, 2022, available at:  
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-first-bus-of-migrants-arrives-in-chicago.

24	 Adam Cancryn, Biden to end COVID health emergency declarations in May, Politico, Jan. 30, 2023,  
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/01/30/biden-end-covid-health-emergency-may-00080305.

25	 Triggered with Donald Trump Jr., “Shaking up the Swamp and We’re Just Getting Started, Plus Interview with Tom 
Homan,” Nov. 14, 2024, https://f1991d70-8ddc-474c-91c2-1b97a7a78cf3.libsyn.com/shaking-up-the-swamp-and-
were-just-getting-started-plus-interview-with-tom-homan-triggered-ep191.

https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-announces-first-bus-of-migrants-arrives-in-chicago
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/01/30/biden-end-covid-health-emergency-may-00080305
https://f1991d70-8ddc-474c-91c2-1b97a7a78cf3.libsyn.com/shaking-up-the-swamp-and-were-just-getting-s
https://f1991d70-8ddc-474c-91c2-1b97a7a78cf3.libsyn.com/shaking-up-the-swamp-and-were-just-getting-s
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•	 Dec. 9, 2024 – President-Elect Trump’s Border Czar Tom Holman attends event in Chicago, 
and states “We’re going to start right here in Chicago, Illinois… January 21st, you’re going 
to look for a lot of ICE agents in your city looking for criminals and gang members.”26

•	 Dec. 18, 2024 – The last arrival of asylum seekers via bus or plane from the State of 
Texas to the City of Chicago. Between August 2022 and December 2024, 51,648 
individuals seeking asylum were sent by the State of Texas to Chicago after being 
granted temporary parole into the United States.27

•	 Jan. 7, 2025 – Gregory Bovino, Chief of the Customs and Border Patrol El Centro Sector, 
leads “Operation Return to Sender” in Southern California wherein they detained 
laborers and farmworkers using traffic stops and workplace raids over a 3-day period, 
deploying similar tactics that would be used in LA and Chicago.28

•	 Jan. 17, 2025 – Wall Street Journal reports that “incoming Trump administration is 
planning a large-scale immigration raid in Chicago next week… The raid is expected to 
being on Tuesday morning, a day after Trump is inaugurated and will last all week… U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement will send between 100 and 200 officers to carry 
out the operation.”29

•	 Jan. 17, 2025 – Tom Homan suggests to New York Times that plans for immigration raid 
in Chicago were being reconsidered due to the public reporting of the operation.30

26	 Elyssa Kaufman et. al., Tom Homan, President-Elect Trump’s Border Czar, Says Deportation Plan Will Start In Chicago, 
CBS News Chicago, Dec. 11, 2024, https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/tom-homan-trump-border-czar-chicago/.

27	 City of Chicago, New Arrivals Situational Awareness Dashboard,  
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/texas-new-arrivals/home/Dashboard.html (accessed Dec. 18, 2025).

28	 Order Granting Plaintiffs’ Motion for Provisional Class Certification and Granting Plaintiffs’ Motion for a Preliminary 
Injunction, United Farm Workers v. Noem, 1:25-cv-00246-JLT-CDB (E.D. Cal. Apr. 29, 2025).

29	 Michelle Hackman et. al., Trump to Begin Large-Scale Deportations Tuesday, The Wall Street Journal, Jan. 17, 2025, 
available at: https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/trump-to-begin-large-scale-deportations-tuesday-e1bd89bd.

30	 Zolan Kanno-Youngs and Hamed Aleaziz, Trump’s Deportation Plan Could Start Next Week in Chicago, The New York 
Times Jan. 17, 2025, available at:  
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/17/us/politics/trump-immigration-raids-chicago.html.

https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/tom-homan-trump-border-czar-chicago/
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/texas-new-arrivals/home/Dashboard.html
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/trump-to-begin-large-scale-deportations-tuesday-e1bd89bd
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/17/us/politics/trump-immigration-raids-chicago.html
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FIRST 100 DAYS OF SECOND TRUMP 
ADMINISTRATION 

•	 Jan. 20, 2025 – Donald J. Trump sworn in for second term as United States President. 
In his inaugural address he announces he sign a series of historic executive orders and 
“All illegal entry will immediately be halted, and we will begin the process of returning 
millions and millions of criminal aliens back to the places from which they came. We will 
reinstate my remain in Mexico policy. I will end the practice of catch and release. And will 
send troops to the southern border to repel the disastrous invasion of our country.”31

•	 Jan. 20, 2025 - On first day of second term, President Trump issues 9 Executive Orders 
addressing immigration and declares a national emergency at the Southern Border of 
the United States. 

	| Executive Order 14159 “Protecting the American People Against Invasion” – directs 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of Homeland Security to withhold federal 
funds from sanctuary jurisdictions.32

	| Executive Order 14160 “Protecting the Meaning and Value of American Citizenship” 
– directs federal agencies to stop recognizing birthright citizenship for any child 
born in the United States after February 15, 2025 to parents who are in the United 
States unlawfully or on temporary status.33

	| Executive Order 14161 “Protecting the United States from Foreign Terrorists and 
Other National Security and Public Safety Threats” – adopts more stringent vetting 
and screening procedures for people immigrating to the United States, seeking 
a visa or applying for refugee status and recommend any additional measures 
to “ensure the proper assimilation of lawful immigrants” and “promote a united 
American identity.”34

31	 The Inaugural Address, Jan. 20, 2025, available at:  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/remarks/2025/01/the-inaugural-address/.

32	 Exec. Order 14159, 90 Fed. Reg. 8443 (Jan. 29, 2025).
33	 Exec. Order 14160, 90 Fed. Reg. 8449 (Jan. 29, 2025).
34	 Exec. Order 14161, 90 Fed. Reg. 8451 (Jan. 30, 2025).

https://www.whitehouse.gov/remarks/2025/01/the-inaugural-address/
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	| Executive Order 14163 “Realigning the United States Refugee Admissions Program” 
– suspends refugee admissions and established a policy to only admit those refugees 
who can “fully and appropriately assimilate” and to allow local jurisdictions to have a role 
in determining whether refugees should be allowed to resettle in their communities.35

	| Executive Order 14164 “Restoring the Death Penalty and Protecting Public Safety” 
– directs the Attorney General to pursue the death penalty in every case of a federal 
capital crime committed by an alien illegally present in this country.36

	| Executive Order 14165 “Securing Our Borders” – expands the use of detention 
and expedited removal processes, and revoked prior policies for Cuban, Haitian, 
Nicaraguan, and Venezuelan immigrants that allowed them to enter the United 
States while awaiting determinations. Reinstated the “Migrant Protection Protocols” 
which requires individuals awaiting asylum determinations to remain in Mexico, 
rather than be paroled into the United States. Also revokes the use of the “CBP One” 
application as a method for facilitating requests for entry to the United States.37

	| Executive Order 14167 “Clarifying the Military’s Role in Protecting the Territorial 
Integrity of the United States” – expands the military’s role in immigration 
enforcement and assigns the United States Northern Command the mission to seal 
the borders of the United States and repel forms of invasion including unlawful mass 
migration, narcotics trafficking, human smuggling and other criminal activities.38 

	| Executive Order 14157 “Designating Cartels and Other Organizations as Foreign 
Terrorist Organizations and Specially Designated Global Terrorists” – directs the 
Secretary of State to make recommendations on whether to designate certain 
cartels and other transnational organizations as foreign terrorist organizations. The 
order identifies the transnational organizations Tren De Aragua (TdA) and La Mara 
Salvatrucha (MS-13).39

35	 Exec. Order 14163, 90 Fed. Reg. 8459 (Jan. 30, 2025).
36	 Exec. Order 14164, 90 Fed. Reg. 8463 (Jan. 30, 2025).
37	 Exec. Order 14165, 90 Fed. Reg. 8467 (Jan. 30, 2025).
38	 Exec. Order 14167, 90 Fed. Reg. 8613 (Jan. 30, 2025).
39	 Exec. Order 14157, 90 Fed. Reg. 8439 (Jan. 29, 2025).
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•	 Jan. 20, 2025 – DHS lifts restrictions on enforcement at sensitive locations like schools, 
churches, hospitals, and courthouses.40 Variations on this policy had been in place 
since 2011, including during the first Trump Administration.41 In issuing new guidance, 
DHS gives agents discretion to conduct enforcement in protected areas on a “case-by-
case basis.”42 This guidance was enjoined with respect to houses of worship, litigation 
is ongoing.

•	 Jan. 20, 2025 – DHS expands use of expedited removal to the maximum authority 
allowed under law.43 Allows for the use of the expedited removal process for any 
individual determined to be inadmissible who had not been admitted or paroled into the 
U.S. and who had not been physically present in U.S. continuously for two years. This 
action reversed Biden-era rules, in effect since March 21, 2022, that only permitted 
such expedited removals for individuals continuously in the U.S. for up to two years 
if the individual arrived by sea. For individuals who entered by land, such expedited 
removal was only permitted if the individual was apprehended within 100 miles of the 
U.S. border and who had been in the U.S. for less than 14 days prior to the encounter. 
Individuals who are placed in expedited removal are not eligible to request bond from 
an immigration court, thus more individuals are held in detentions as a result of this 
expansion of expedited removal.

•	 Jan. 20, 2025 – DHS disables the CBP One App which had been used by individuals 
seeking entry to the U.S. to schedule appointments for asylum interviews.44

40	 Memorandum from Benjamine C. Huffman, Acting Secretary of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “Enforcement 
Actions in or Near Protected Areas,” Jan. 20, 2025, available at:  
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/25_0120_S1_enforcement-actions-in-near-protected-areas.pdf.

41	 Memorandum from John Morton, Director, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, “Enforcement Actions at or 
Focused on Sensitive Locations,” Oct. 24, 2011, available at: https://www.ice.gov/doclib/ero-outreach/pdf/10029.2-policy.
pdf; Memorandum from Alejandro N. Mayorkas, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “Guidelines for 
Enforcement Actions in or Near Protected Areas,” Oct. 27, 2021, available at: https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-content/
uploads/2024/12/21_1027_opa_guidelines-enforcement-actions-in-near-protected-areas.pdf.

42	 U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, “Protect Areas and Courthouse Arrests,”  
https://www.ice.gov/about-ice/ero/protected-areas (accessed Dec. 19, 2025).

43	 Notice, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Designating Aliens for Expedited Removal, 90 Fed. Reg. 8139 (Jan. 24, 
2025), available at: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-24/pdf/2025-01720.pdf. Additional guidance was 
issued to CBP and ICE agents on January 23, 2025, authorizing DHS office to pause, modify or terminate any parole 
program and providing guidance on how to exercise enforcement discretion for parole.

44	 Press Release, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, “CBP Removes Scheduling Functionality in CBP One App,” Jan. 21, 
2025, available at:  
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/cbp-removes-scheduling-functionality-cbp-one-app.

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/25_0120_S1_enforcement-actions-in-near-protected-areas.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/ero-outreach/pdf/10029.2-policy.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/ero-outreach/pdf/10029.2-policy.pdf
https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/21_1027_opa_guidelines-enforcement-actions-in-near-protected-areas.pdf
https://www.doj.state.or.us/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/21_1027_opa_guidelines-enforcement-actions-in-near-protected-areas.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/about-ice/ero/protected-areas
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-01-24/pdf/2025-01720.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/cbp-removes-scheduling-functionality-cbp-one-app
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•	 Jan. 21, 2025 – Border Czar Tom Homan says in televised interview that arrested 
individuals who posed safety threats would be ICE’s priority, but “when we find 
him, he may be with others. And unlike the last administration, we’re not going to 
tell ICE officers not to arrest an illegal alien. So if they find, others will be arrested. 
So sanctuary cities will get exactly what they don’t want, more agents in their 
neighborhoods and more collateral arrests.”45

•	 Jan. 23, 2025 - Additional guidance issued authorizing DHS office to pause, modify or 
terminate any parole program and providing guidance on how to exercise enforcement 
discretion for parole, which is the mechanism by which individuals are allowed into the 
U.S. pending a final decision on their immigration case.46

•	 Jan. 26, 2025 – DHS announces “enhanced targeted operations in the City of Chicago.”47 

•	 Jan. 26 –31, 2025 – DHS conducts “Operation Safeguard 2025” in Chicago and 
surrounding suburbs, during which television personality Dr. Phil broadcasts live while 
accompanying Tom Homan during enforcement activity.48 Reports estimate that at 
least 122 people were arrested in Illinois, with at least 53 occurring in Chicago.49 On 
January 27, Trump administration announces it made close to 1,200 arrests in one day, 
including in Chicago. Nearly half of those individuals had no criminal records, and many 
were not the result of targeted enforcement, but collateral arrests.50

•	 Jan. 26, 2025 – In call to senior ICE officials, Trump Administration officials direct ICE to 
increase arrests to at least 1,200 to 1,500 per day; each agency field office directed to 
make 75 arrest per day and managers would be held accountable for missing targets. 
In first week, ICE officers arrest 400-600 individuals per day.51

45	 Fox News, Trump Border Czar Tom Homan Reveals ICE Teams Are Already Arresting ‘Public Safety Threats, Jan. 21, 
2025, https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-border-czar-tom-homan-reveals-ice-teams-already-arresting-public-
safety-threats.

46	 Memorandum from Benjamine C. Huffman, Acting Secretary U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “Guidance 
Regarding How to Exercise Enforcement Discretion,” Jan. 23, 2025, available at: https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/
files/2025-01/25_0123_er-and-parole-guidance.pdf.

47	 U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (@ICEgov), X (Jan. 26, 2025 12:09 PM),  
https://x.com/ICEgov/status/1883577941210062880.

48	 Tom Schuba, et. al., Trump Officials Join Federal Agents – And Dr. Phil – For Immigration Arrests In Chicago, Chicago Sun-
Times, Jan. 26, 2025,  
https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/01/26/dhs-immigration-raids-chicago-sunday-live-file.

49	 Mick Dumke, ICE Arrested Nearly 400 In Chicago, Nearby States In The Days After Trump’s Inauguration: Records, Block 
Club Chicago, Sept. 16, 2025, https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/09/16/ice-arrested-nearly-400-in-chicago-nearby-
states-in-the-days-after-trumps-inauguration-records/.

50	 Gabe Gutierrez and Nicole Acevedo, ICE makes close to 1,200 arrests in one day, NBC News, Jan. 27, 2025,  
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/ice-trump-deportations-numbers-rcna188937.

51	 Nick Miroff and Maria Sacchetti, Trump Officials Issue Quotas To ICE Officers To Ramp Up Arrests, The Washington Post, 
Jan. 26, 2025, available at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2025/01/26/ice-arrests-raids-trump-quota/.

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-border-czar-tom-homan-reveals-ice-teams-already-arresting-public-safety-threats
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-border-czar-tom-homan-reveals-ice-teams-already-arresting-public-safety-threats
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/25_0123_er-and-parole-guidance.pdf
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/25_0123_er-and-parole-guidance.pdf
https://x.com/ICEgov/status/1883577941210062880
https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/01/26/dhs-immigration-raids-chicago-sunday-live-file
https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/09/16/ice-arrested-nearly-400-in-chicago-nearby-states-in-the-days
https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/09/16/ice-arrested-nearly-400-in-chicago-nearby-states-in-the-days
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/ice-trump-deportations-numbers-rcna188937
https://www.washingtonpost.com/immigration/2025/01/26/ice-arrests-raids-trump-quota/
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•	 Jan. 29, 2025 – Trump signs first new law of second term, the Laken Riley Act, which 
mandates the federal detention of illegal immigrants who are accused (not convicted) 
of certain crimes, including theft, burglary, assaulting a law enforcement officer, and 
any crime that causes death or bodily injury.52

•	 Jan. 29, 2025 – Presidential memorandum directs the Secretary of Defense and 
Secretary of Homeland Security to expand the Migrant Operations Center at Naval 
Station Guantanamo Bay to provide additional detention space for “high-priority 
criminal aliens” unlawfully present in the United States.53

•	 Feb. 4, 2025 – First flight of detainees arrives at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay; DHS 
releases photo images of individuals in handcuffs being led off of a military plane.54

•	 Feb. 5, 2025 – U.S. Department of Justice attempts to withhold federal grants to state 
and local jurisdictions that unlawfully interfere with federal law enforcement operations 
directing a pause any further distribution of funds and suspending any new grants.55

•	 Feb. 6, 2025 – Department of Justice files lawsuit challenging the Illinois Trust Act.56

•	 Feb. 14, 2025 – DHS issues guidance requiring all household members of a sponsor 
of an unaccompanied minor to be fingerprinted.57 Subsequent guidance required DNA 
testing to support any claims that a sponsor is biologically related to a child58 and 
allowed the Office of Refugee Resettlement to disqualify a potential sponsor based on 
their immigration status.59

52	 Laken Riley Act, Pub. L. No. 119-1 (2025).
53	 Presidential Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense and Secretary of Homeland Security, ”Expanding Migrant 

Operations Center at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay to Full Capacity,“ Jan. 29, 2025, available at: https://www.
whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-migrant-operations-center-at-naval-station-guantanamo-bay-
to-full-capacity/.

54	 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “PHOTO RELEASE: DHS releases images of the First Flight of Criminal Aliens to 
Guantanamo Bay,“ Feb. 4, 2025, available at:  
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/02/04/dhs-releases-images-first-flight-criminal-aliens-guantanamo-bay.

55	 Memorandum for all Department Employees, from The Attorney General of the U.S. Department of Justice, “Sanctuary 
Jurisdiction Directives,” Feb. 5, 2025, available at: https://www.justice.gov/ag/media/1388531/dl?inline.

56	 U.S. v. State of Illinois, et. al., 1:25-cv-1285 (N.D. Ill. Feb. 6, 2025).
57	 Office of Refugee Resettlement Field Guidance #26: Fingerprint Background Checks and Acceptable Supporting 

Documentation for a Family Reunification Application, February 14, 2025, https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/
orr/ORR-FG-26-Revised-Fingerprint-Requirements-for-Sponsors-andHHM--02-14-2025-.pdf.

58	 Office of Refugee Resettlement Field Guidance #27, DNA Testing Expansion, March 14, 2025,  
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/FG-27_-_DNA_Testing_Expansion.pdf.

59	 Unaccompanied Children Program Foundational Rule; Update To Accord With Statutory Requirements, 90 FR 13554, 
March 25, 2025, https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/25/2025-04971/unaccompaniedchildren-
program-foundational-rule-update-to-accord-with-statutory-requirements.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-migrant-operations-center-at-naval-station-guantanamo-bay-to-full-capacity/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-migrant-operations-center-at-naval-station-guantanamo-bay-to-full-capacity/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/expanding-migrant-operations-center-at-naval-station-guantanamo-bay-to-full-capacity/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/02/04/dhs-releases-images-first-flight-criminal-aliens-guantanamo-bay
https://www.justice.gov/ag/media/1388531/dl?inline
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-FG-26-Revised-Fingerprint-Requirements-for-Sponsors-andHHM--02-14-2025-.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/ORR-FG-26-Revised-Fingerprint-Requirements-for-Sponsors-andHHM--02-14-2025-.pdf
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/orr/FG-27_-_DNA_Testing_Expansion.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/25/2025-04971/unaccompaniedchildren-program-founda
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/25/2025-04971/unaccompaniedchildren-program-founda
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•	 Feb. 17, 2025 - DHS Secretary Kristi Noem post to X: “Tonight, I’m announcing a 
nationwide and international multi-million dollar ad campaign warning illegal aliens to 
leave our country NOW or face deportation with the inability to return to the US. This 
serves as a strong warning to criminal illegal aliens to not come to America. If they do, 
they will be hunted down and deported. Thank you @realdonaldtrump for securing our 
border and putting America first.”60

•	 Feb. 18, 2025 - Department of Interior issues stop work order to providers of legal 
services to unaccompanied minors. The federal government reversed the stop work 
order three days later, but on March 21 cancelled portions of the contracts and 
rescinded all funding for legal representation.61

•	 Feb. 19, 2025 – Executive Order 14218, Ending Taxpayer Subsidization of Open Borders 
issued.62 The order directs federal agencies to enhance verification systems to exclude 
any individual not eligible for federal benefits due to immigration status, and to ensure 
that no federal funds were being used to subsidize state or local government programs 
that promoted sanctuary policies.

•	 Feb. 28, 2025 – USCIS issues guidance expanding the instances when USCIS officers 
will issue Notices to Appear (NTA) that commence removal proceedings and eliminating 
officer discretion except in very limited cases.63

•	 March 1, 2025 - Executive Order 14224, Designating English as the Official Language of 
the United States.64

•	 March 5, 2025 – Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson testifies before House Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform.65

60	 Secretary Noem (@Sec_Noem), X (Feb. 17, 2025, 7:44 PM): https://x.com/Sec_Noem/status/1891664961731957035.
61	 Laura Romero, Trump Administration Halts Funding For Legal Aid For Migrant Children, ABC News, March 21, 2025: 

https://abcnews.go.com/US/trump-administration-halts-funding-legal-aid-migrant-children/story?id=120033078.
62	 Exec. Order 14218, “Ending Taxpayer Subsidization of Open Borders,” 90 Fed. Reg. 10581 (Feb. 25, 2025), available at: 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-02-25/pdf/2025-03137.pdf.
63	 USCIS PM-602-0187: Issuance of Notices to Appear (NTAs) in Cases Involving Inadmissible and Deportable Aliens, 

February 28, 2025,  
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-alerts/NTA_Policy_FINAL_2.28.25_FINAL.pdf.

64	 Exec. Order 14224, ”Designating English as the Official language of the United States,” 90 Fed. Reg. 11363 (March 6, 
2025), available at: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-03-06/pdf/2025-03694.pdf.

65	 Craig Wall et. al., Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson Testifies In DC At Sanctuary Hearing, ABC 7 Chicago, March 5, 2025, 
https://abc7chicago.com/post/chicago-mayor-brandon-johnson-set-testify-washington-dc-sanctuary-city-
hearing/15979555/.

https://x.com/Sec_Noem/status/1891664961731957035
https://x.com/Sec_Noem/status/1891664961731957035
https://abcnews.go.com/US/trump-administration-halts-funding-legal-aid-migrant-children/story?id=120033078
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-02-25/pdf/2025-03137.pdf
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-alerts/NTA_Policy_FINAL_2.28.25_FINAL.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-03-06/pdf/2025-03694.pdf
https://abc7chicago.com/post/chicago-mayor-brandon-johnson-set-testify-washington-dc-sanctuary-city-
https://abc7chicago.com/post/chicago-mayor-brandon-johnson-set-testify-washington-dc-sanctuary-city-
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•	 March 6, 2025 – State Department begins using artificial intelligence to review social 
media accounts of student visa holders for political speech.66

•	 March 10, 2025 – DHS launches CBP Home APP which allows individuals to report 
voluntary deportations, facilitates cost-free travel, and pays individuals $1,000 to leave 
the country.67 In launching app, DHS Secretary Kristi Noem warned in press release 
“The CBP Home app gives aliens the option to leave now and self-deport, so they may 
still have the opportunity to return legally in the future and live the American dream. If 
they don’t, we will find them, we will deport them, and they will never return.”

•	 March 13, 2025 – Plaintiffs file motion to enforce Castanon Nava Consent Decree 
alleging that ICE officers violated the consent decree during Operation Safeguard 2025 
by conducting warrantless arrests without individualized probable cause assessments, 
including arrests of U.S. citizens.68

THREATS OF ENHANCED EFFORTS AND USE 
OF MILITARY FORCES INCREASE THROUGHOUT 
SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER 

•	 April 11, 2025 – DHS Interim Final Rule takes effect implementing biometric registration 
requirement for any non-citizen in the U.S .for longer than 30 days.69

•	 April 24, 2025 – U.S. Department of Transportation threatens to withhold funds from 
jurisdictions that “declined to cooperate with ICE investigations, have issued driver’s 
licenses to individuals present in the United States in violation of federal immigration 
law, or have otherwise acted in a manner that impedes Federal law enforcement.”70

66	 Marc Caputo, Scoop: State Dept. To Use AI To Revoke Visas Of Foreign Students Who Appear ‘Pro-Hamas’, Axios, March 6, 
2025, available at: https://www.axios.com/2025/03/06/state-department-ai-revoke-foreign-student-visas-hamas.

67	 Press Release, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “DHS Launches CBP Home App with Self-Deport Reporting 
Feature,” March 10, 2025, available at:  
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/03/10/dhs-launches-cbp-home-app-self-deport-reporting-feature.

68	 Pl.’s Mtn. to Enforce Court Order re Settlement Agreement and Supporting Memorandum of Law, Castanon Nava v. 
Department of Homeland Security, 18-cv-03737 (N.D. Ill. March 13, 2025), available at:  
https://www.wbez.org/immigration/2025/10/05/illinois-national-guard-troops-deployed-chicago-immigration.

69	 Interim Final Rule, Department of Homeland Security, “Alien Registration Form and Evidence of Registration,” 90 Fed. 
Reg. 11793 (March 12, 2025), available at: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-03-12/pdf/2025-03944.pdf.

70	 Letter from Sean P. Duffy, Secretary of Transportation, to All Recipients of U.S. Department of Transportation Funding 
(Apr. 24, 2025), available at: https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2025-04/Follow%20the%20Law%20
Letter%20to%20Applicants%204.24.25.pdf.

https://www.axios.com/2025/03/06/state-department-ai-revoke-foreign-student-visas-hamas
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/03/10/dhs-launches-cbp-home-app-self-deport-reporting-feature
https://www.wbez.org/immigration/2025/10/05/illinois-national-guard-troops-deployed-chicago-immigration
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-03-12/pdf/2025-03944.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2025-04/Follow%20the%20Law%20Letter%20to%20Applicants%204.24.25.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2025-04/Follow%20the%20Law%20Letter%20to%20Applicants%204.24.25.pdf
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•	 April 30, 2025 – In a newsletter marking 100 days in office, Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio states that “the State Department has now made clear that a visa is a privilege, 
not a right.... There is now a one-strike policy: catch-and-revoke. Whenever the 
government catches non-U.S. citizens breaking our laws, we will take action to revoke 
their status.... This extends to the thousands of foreign students studying in the United 
States who abuse our hospitality.... The State Department now reviews law-enforcement 
information about student visa holders and when we find those who have supported 
terrorists or otherwise abused our hospitality, their visas are instantly revoked.”71

•	 May 1, 2025 – Department of Justice files lawsuit challenging implementation of SB 
508, amending Illinois’ Right to Privacy in the Workplace Act on grounds that it infringes 
on federal immigration authority.72

•	 May 5, 2025 – CBP rescinds policies for pregnant individuals, medically at-risk 
individuals, and vulnerable individuals in their custody stating they are either “obsolete 
or misaligned with current Agency guidance immigration enforcement priorities.”73

•	 May 7, 2025 – DHS Secretary Kristi Noem holds press conference in Springfield, IL, and 
visits ICE field office where she is filmed questioning two men detained by ICE that 
morning and in process of being fingerprinted.74

71	 State Department, U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio, “100 Days of an America First State Department,” Apr. 30, 2025, 
available at: https://iptp-production.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/2025.04.30_100_Days_of_an_America_First_
State_Department.pdf.

72	 U.S. v. State of Illinois, et. al., 1:25-cv-04811 (N.D. Ill. May 1, 2025).
73	 CBP Acting Commissioner Pete Flores, Memorandum, Rescission of Legacy Policies Related to Care and Custody, May 5, 

2025, https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/2025-05/intc-45073_-_ac1_signed_distribution_memo_5.5.25.pdf.
74	 Chip Mitchell & George Wiebe, What’s Known About Springfield Men Told By Homeland Security Chief Kristi Noem They 

Were Being Deported, WBEZ May 9, 2025 https://www.wbez.org/politics/2025/05/09/two-springfield-men-homeland-
security-chief-kristi-noem-deported; Ben Szalinski et. al., DHS Secretary Kristi Noem’s Illinois Stop On Immigration 
Laws Called ‘Publicity Stunt’, Capitol News Illinois, May 7, 2025, https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/dhs-secretary-
kristi-noems-illinois-stop-on-immigration-laws-called-publicity-stunt/; Mawa Iqbal et. al., In Springfield, Visit, Homeland 
Security Chief Kristi Noem Takes Aim At Gov. Pritzker’s Sanctuary Policies, NPR Illinois, May 7, 2025, https://www.
nprillinois.org/government-politics/2025-05-07/in-springfield-visit-homeland-security-chief-kristi-noem-takes-aim-at-
gov-pritzkers-sanctuary-policies.

https://iptp-production.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/2025.04.30_100_Days_of_an_America_First_State_Department.pdf
https://iptp-production.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/2025.04.30_100_Days_of_an_America_First_State_Department.pdf
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/2025-05/intc-45073_-_ac1_signed_distribution_memo_5.5.25.pdf
https://www.wbez.org/politics/2025/05/09/two-springfield-men-homeland-security-chief-kristi-noem-deported
https://www.wbez.org/politics/2025/05/09/two-springfield-men-homeland-security-chief-kristi-noem-deported
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/dhs-secretary-kristi-noems-illinois-stop-on-immigration-laws-ca
https://capitolnewsillinois.com/news/dhs-secretary-kristi-noems-illinois-stop-on-immigration-laws-ca
https://www.nprillinois.org/government-politics/2025-05-07/in-springfield-visit-homeland-security-chief-kristi-noem-takes-aim-at-gov-pritzkers-sanctuary-policies
https://www.nprillinois.org/government-politics/2025-05-07/in-springfield-visit-homeland-security-chief-kristi-noem-takes-aim-at-gov-pritzkers-sanctuary-policies
https://www.nprillinois.org/government-politics/2025-05-07/in-springfield-visit-homeland-security-chief-kristi-noem-takes-aim-at-gov-pritzkers-sanctuary-policies
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•	 May 15, 2025 – The U.S. Department of Justice’s Executive Office of Immigration 
Review, Board of Immigration Appeals issues decision in Matter of Q. Li,75 which holds 
that DHS can place someone in mandatory detention (and deny them the opportunity 
for a bond hearing before an immigration judge) if they are arrested by immigration 
officials “shortly” after entering the United States, even if they were previously 
released, granted parole and then later re-detained.76

•	 May 22, 2025 – U.S. Department of Justice filed motion seeking to be released from 
the Flores Settlement Agreement in the Central District of California which governed 
the treatment of migrant children who are detained by DHS after crossing into the U.S. 
alone or with their families.77 The motion was denied on August 15.

•	 May 28, 2025 – Senior White House Adviser Stephen Miller tells Fox News’ Sean 
Hannity that the White House was “looking to set a goal of a minimum of 3,000 arrests 
for ICE every day and President Trump is going to keep pushing to get that number up 
higher each and every day.”78

•	 May 29, 2025 – DHS issues list of “sanctuary jurisdictions” that will be receiving 
“formal notification of [] non-compliance and all potential violations of federal criminals 
statutes.” List includes Illinois cities of Berwyn, Evanston, Oak Park and Village of 
Skokie, as well as Cook County, and is later withdrawn for its inaccuracy.79

•	 May 29, 2025 – Senior White House Adviser Stephen Miller and DHS Secretary Kristi 
Noem threaten to fire the bottom 10% of regional ICE officials with an insufficient 
number of arrests.80

•	 May 31, 2025 – Senior ICE officials urged immigration agents to “turn the creative knob 
up to 11 and push the envelope,” and “if it involves handcuffs on wrists, it’s probably 
worth pursuing.”81

75	 Matter of Q. Li 29 I&N Dec. 66 (BIA 2025), available at: https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1400431/dl?inline.
76	 National Immigration Project, “Community Explainer: What’s Happening with Immigration Court Arrests and Bonds,” June 

2025, https://nipnlg.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/2025_NIPNLG-Courthouse.pdf.
77	 Flores v. Bondi, 2:85-cv-04544 (C.D.Cal.), available at: 

https://e1.nmcdn.io/assets/crsite/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2025-08-15-1637-Order-re-MTT.pdf.
78	 Cameron Arcand, Trump Administration Sets New Goal Of 3,000 Illegal Immigrant Arrests Daily, Fox News, May 29, 2025, 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-administration-aims-3000-arrests-illegal-immigrants-each-day.
79	 Press Release, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, “DHS Exposes Sanctuary Jurisdictions Defying Federal 

Immigration Law,” May 29, 2025, available at:  
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/05/29/dhs-exposes-sanctuary-jurisdictions-defying-federal-immigration-law.

80	 Reuters, Trump Administration Ousts Top ICE Officials Amid Migrant Arrest Push, May 29, 2025, https://www.reuters.
com/world/us/trump-administration-ousts-top-ice-officials-amid-migrant-arrest-push-2025-05-29/.

81	 Jose Olivares, US Immigration Officers Ordered To Arrest More People Even Without Warrants, The Guardian June 4, 2025, 

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/media/1400431/dl?inline
https://nipnlg.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/2025_NIPNLG-Courthouse.pdf
https://e1.nmcdn.io/assets/crsite/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/2025-08-15-1637-Order-re-MTT.pdf
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-administration-aims-3000-arrests-illegal-immigrants-each-day
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/05/29/dhs-exposes-sanctuary-jurisdictions-defying-federal-immigration-law
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-administration-ousts-top-ice-officials-amid-migrant-arrest-push-2025-05-29/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/trump-administration-ousts-top-ice-officials-amid-migrant-arrest-push-2025-05-29/
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•	 June 4, 2025 – ICE detains at least 10 people who appeared at a DHS office in the 
South Loop of Chicago for a routine immigration proceeding.82 The individuals were 
part of the “Intensive Supervision Appearance Program,” which allows ICE to monitor 
individuals prior to their deportation proceeding without placing them in custody; these 
individuals received a text message to appear for a check-in but instead were met with 
masked federal immigration agents, handcuffed, and taken into detention.

•	 June 6, 2025 – DHS begins sweeping immigration raids in Los Angeles.83

•	 June 7, 2025 – President Trump activates 2,000 members of California National Guard 
into federal services to temporarily protect ICE and other U.S. Government personnel 
who are performing federal functions.84

•	 June 9, 2025 – 700 U.S. Marines deployed to Los Angeles to protect federal buildings.85

•	 June 11, 2025 – White House increases immigration arrest quota to 3,000/day.86

•	 June 11, 2025 – ICE unilaterally ends compliance with Castanon Nava Consent Decree by 
rescinding a policy related to warrantless arrests. As a result, ICE officers begin issuing 
administrative warrants in the field rather than complying with statutory provisions that 
require individualized probable cause analysis for arrests without a warrant.87

•	 June 12, 2025 – Illinois Governor JB Pritzker testifies before the House Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform.88

•	 June 18, 2025 – ICE attempts to limit congressional oversight by adopting policy 
requiring members of congress to provide 72-hours notice before any visit.89

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jun/04/immigration-officials-increased-detentions-collateral-arrests.
82	 Charlie De Mar and Darius Johnson, ICE Agents Detain Several People At Immigration Supervision Program Site In 

Chicago, CBS Chicago June 5, 2025, available at:  
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/ice-agents-arrests-south-loop-immigration-supervision-program/.

83	 Bill Hutchinson, LA Protests Timeline: How ICE Raids Sparked Demonstrations And Trump To Send In The Military, ABC 
News, June 11, 2025, available at:  
https://abcnews.go.com/US/timeline-ice-raids-sparked-la-protests-prompted-trump/story?id=122688437.

84	 Presidential memorandum for the Secretary of Defense, the Attorney General, and the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
“Department of Defense Security for the Protection of Department of Homeland Security Functions,” June 7, 2025, 
available at: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/DCPD-202500672/pdf/DCPD-202500672.pdf.

85	 Jaimie Ding, Associated Press, Pentagon Withdraws 700 Marines From Los Angeles, PBS News, July 21, 2025,  
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/pentagon-withdraws-700-marines-from-los-angeles.

86	 Dan Lamothe, Pentagon Plans Military Deployment In Chicago As Trump Eyes Crackdown, The Washington Post, Aug. 23, 
2025, https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/08/23/trump-chicago-military-national-guard/.

87	 Memorandum Opinion and Order, Nava v. Department of Homeland Security, 1:18-cv-03757 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 7, 2025) at 4.
88	 Craig Wall and Stephanie Wade, Gov. JB Pritzker Testimony On Sanctuary Law Sparks Fiery Exchanges In Washington,” 

ABC 7 Chicago, June 12, 2025, https://abc7chicago.com/post/illinois-governor-jb-pritzker-news-governos-testify-
washington-dc-front-house-oversight-committee-sanctuary-law/16730373/.

89	 Rebecca Beitsch, DHS Places New Limits On Lawmakers Visiting ICE Facilities, The Hill, June 18, 2025,  

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/jun/04/immigration-officials-increased-detentions-collateral-arrests
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/ice-agents-arrests-south-loop-immigration-supervision-program/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/timeline-ice-raids-sparked-la-protests-prompted-trump/story?id=122688437
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/DCPD-202500672/pdf/DCPD-202500672.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/pentagon-withdraws-700-marines-from-los-angeles
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/08/23/trump-chicago-military-national-guard/
https://abc7chicago.com/post/illinois-governor-jb-pritzker-news-governos-testify-washington-dc-front
https://abc7chicago.com/post/illinois-governor-jb-pritzker-news-governos-testify-washington-dc-front
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•	 June 24, 2025 – DHS and ICE waive 12-hour limit in holding facilities, permitting 
immigrant detainees to be held in such facilities for up to 72 hours.90

•	 June 27, 2025 – DHS adopts Interim Final Rule effectuating a fine for individuals with 
final orders of removal of $988 for every day after the order is entered that they fail 
to leave the U.S.91 As of August 2025, DHS reported that it had imposed more than $6 
billion in fines.92

•	 July 8, 2025 – ICE issues an interim guidance memo providing that anyone who enters 
the United States without inspection is subject to mandatory detention, and ineligible 
for a bond hearing before an immigration judge, regardless of how long they had been 
present in the United States.93 This position goes beyond the decision reached by the 
Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) in Matter of Q. Li. The BIA subsequently adopted 
this guidance in a precedential decision on September 5, subjecting thousands of 
people to mandatory detention. The U.S. District Court for the Central District of 
California overturned the BIA decision on November 20 and held that ICE’s policy was 
inconsistent with the Immigration and Nationality Act.94 Although individuals are not 
entitled to receive bond, this court ruling restores their eligibility to request a bond 
hearing before an immigration judge.

•	 July 11, 2025 – Temporary Restraining Order issued in Perdomo v. Noem, enjoining 
federal government from conducting stops in Los Angeles based solely on (i) apparent 
race or ethnicity; (ii) speaking Spanish or speaking English with an accent; (iii) presence 
at a particular location (e.g. bust stop car wash, tow yard, lay laborer pick up site, 
agricultural site, etc.); or (iv) the type of work one does.95

https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5358006-dhs-lawmakers-visits-ice/.
90	 Memorandum from Monica S. Burke, Assistant Director, Custody Management, U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement, “Nationwide Hold Room Waiver,” June 24, 2025, available at:  
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mdd.582507/gov.uscourts.mdd.582507.40.3.pdf.

91	 Imposition and Collection of Civil Penalties for Certain Immigration-Related Violations, 90 Fed. Reg. 27439, June 27, 
2025, https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/27/2025-11965/imposition-and-collection-ofcivil-penalties-
for-certain-immigration-related-violations.

92	 Alex Woodward, Trump Team Has Fined Immigrants Who Didn’t Self-Deport $6 Billion — And Now It’s Coming To Collect, 
Independent, August 27, 2025, https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/migrantsself-deport-
fines-trump-administration-b2815156.html.

93	 ICE Memorandum, Interim Guidance Regarding Detention Authority for Applications for Admission, AILA Doc. No. 
25071607 (July, 8 2025),  
https://www.aila.org/library/ice-memo-interim-guidance-regarding-detentionauthority-for-applications-for-admission.

94	 ACLU, et. al, “PRACTICE ADVISORY – Seeking Bond Hearings for Maldonado Bautista Class Members – Those Who 
Entered Without Inspection and Are Subject to Yajure-Hurtado, Dec. 3, 2025,  
https://nwirp.org/uploads/2025/Maldonado%20Bautista%20Practice%20Advisory_12%203%202025.pdf.

95	 Order Granting Plaintiffs’ Ex Parte Applications for Temporary Restraining Order and Order to Show Caused Regarding 
Preliminary Injunction at 6-7, Perdomo v. Noem, 2:25-cv-05605-MEM-SP (C.D. Cal. July 11, 2025).

https://thehill.com/homenews/house/5358006-dhs-lawmakers-visits-ice/
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.mdd.582507/gov.uscourts.mdd.582507.40.3.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/27/2025-11965/imposition-and-collection-ofcivil-pe
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/06/27/2025-11965/imposition-and-collection-ofcivil-pe
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/migrantsself-deport-fines-trump-administration-b2815156.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/migrantsself-deport-fines-trump-administration-b2815156.html
https://www.aila.org/library/ice-memo-interim-guidance-regarding-detentionauthority-for-applications-for-admission
https://nwirp.org/uploads/2025/Maldonado%20Bautista%20Practice%20Advisory_12%203%202025.pdf
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•	 July 31, 2025 – ICE data from mid-January through July 2025 shows a 59% increase 
in Illinois arrests and a 185% increase in number of individuals detained, from the same 
time period in 2024.96

•	 Aug. 6, 2025 – DHS lowers the minimum age requirement for individuals to become an 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent from 21 to 18, and announces signing 
bonuses, enhanced retirement benefits, overtime opportunities, and more incentives to 
recruit additional agents.97

FEDERAL ATTENTION REFOCUSES ON CHICAGO 
IN LATE SUMMER

•	 Aug. 8, 2025 – DHS Secretary Kristi Noem hosts press conference in Chicago area to 
highlight arrests by DHS field office. Noem refers to those arrested as the “worst of the 
worst criminal illegal aliens,”98

•	 Aug. 11, 2025 – President Trump commented on images that purportedly show 
protesters spitting on law enforcement officers: “And they’re standing there, and 
people are spitting in their face, and they’re not allowed to do anything. But now, they 
are allowed to do whatever the hell they want.”99

•	 Aug. 22, 2025 – USCIS resumes “neighborhood investigations” for naturalized citizens 
for the first time since 1991.100

•	 Aug. 23, 2025 – Public reports surface that Pentagon is contemplating deployment of 
National Guard and active duty military members to Chicago in September.101

96	 Lauren Fitzpatrick, How many immigrants has ICE arrested and detained so far this year? Here’s what we know. 
Chicago Sun-Times, Sept. 12, 2025, https://chicago.suntimes.com/the-watchdogs/2025/09/12/immigration-customs-
enforcement-ice-arrests-detentions-deportation-trac

97	 Department of Homeland Security, “Secretary Noem Unveils No Age Limit for Patriotic Americans to Join ICE Law 
Enforcement to Help Remove Worst of the Worst from U.S.”, Aug. 6, 2025, https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/08/06/
secretary-noem-unveils-no-age-limit-patriotic-americans-join-ice-law-enforcement.

98	 U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Secretary Noem to Host Press Conference Exposing “Worst of the Worst” 
Criminal Illegal Aliens in IL, Aug. 8, 2025, https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/08/08/secretary-noem-host-press-
conference-exposing-worst-worst-criminal-illegal-aliens.

99	 Josh Campbell, As ICE Escalates Its Tactics, Are Federal Agents Truly ‘Untouchable’ In The Eyes Of The Law?, CNN, Nov. 
15, 2025, https://www.cnn.com/2025/11/15/us/ice-federal-agents-immigration-force.

100	U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Policy Memorandum, Resumption of Personal Investigations of Aliens Applying 
For Naturalization (INA 335(a)), Aug. 22, 2025,  
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/policy-manual/PM-602-0189_INA335.pdf.

101	 Dan Lamothe, Pentagon Plans Military Deployment In Chicago As Trump Eyes Crackdown, The Washington Post, Aug. 
23, 2025, https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/08/23/trump-chicago-military-national-guard/.

https://chicago.suntimes.com/the-watchdogs/2025/09/12/immigration-customs-enforcement-ice-arrests-detentions-deportation-trac
https://chicago.suntimes.com/the-watchdogs/2025/09/12/immigration-customs-enforcement-ice-arrests-detentions-deportation-trac
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/08/06/secretary-noem-unveils-no-age-limit-patriotic-americans-join-ice-law-enforcement
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/08/06/secretary-noem-unveils-no-age-limit-patriotic-americans-join-ice-law-enforcement
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/08/08/secretary-noem-host-press-conference-exposing-worst-worst-criminal-illegal-aliens
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/08/08/secretary-noem-host-press-conference-exposing-worst-worst-criminal-illegal-aliens
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•	 Aug. 28, 2025 – New York Times reports that the DHS drafted a request to use the 
Naval Station Great Lakes, near North Chicago, Illinois, for facilities, infrastructure and 
other logistical needs for immigration enforcement, including space for 250 department 
personnel, a “Tactical Operations Center”, an “Incident Command Post,” and storage 
space for medical supplies and weapons like rubber bullets and tear gas.102

•	 Aug. 31, 2025 – DHS Secretary Kristi Noem confirms publicly that a surge of resources 
and enforcement is coming to Chicago.103

•	 Sept. 2, 2025 - President Trump tells reporters, in reference to Chicago, “We’re going 
in. I didn’t say when, but we’re going in.”104

•	 Sept. 2, 2025 – Governor Pritzker, Lieutenant Governor Juliana Stratton, Attorney 
General Kwame Raoul, Mayor Brandon Johnson, and Cook County Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle host press conference to inform public of plans to deploy federal agents to 
Chicago, including raids in Latin communities & staging of National Guard.105

•	 Sept. 2, 2025 – U.S. Department of Justice files lawsuit challenging Illinois law providing 
in-state tuition and scholarships to individuals regardless of citizenship status.106

•	 Sept. 5, 2025 – Amid reports of federal resources being deployed to Chicago, protests 
begin at ICE’s holding facility in Broadview, Illinois.107

•	 Sept. 5, 2025 – President Trump issues Executive Order 14347 renaming the 
Department of Defense as the Department of War.

102	 Hamed Aleaziz, Trump Administration Plans Immigration Crackdown In Chicago, The New York Times, Aug. 28, 2025, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/28/us/politics/trump-chicago-immigration-naval-base.html.

103	Associated Press, DHS Secretary Noem Confirms More ICE Resources Are Heading To Chicago For Immigration 
Crackdown, WGN TV, Aug. 31, 2025, https://wgntv.com/news/chicago-news/dhs-secretary-noem-confirms-more-ice-
resources-are-heading-to-chicago-for-immigration-crackdown/.

104	James Neveau et. al., ‘We’re Going In:’ Trump Says Federal Intervention Is Coming To Chicago, NBC Chicago, Sept. 2, 
2025, https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/chicago-politics/were-going-in-trump-says-federal-intervention-is-
coming-to-chicago/3818520/.

105	NBC Chicago Staff, Pritzker Believes Staging For Federal Enforcement In Chicago ‘Has Already Begun’, NBC Chicago, 
Sept. 3, 2025, https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/pritzker-believes-staging-for-federal-enforcement-in-chicago-
has-already-begun/3818551/.

106	U.S. v. State of Illinois, et. al., 3:25-cv-1691 (S.D. Ill. Sept. 2, 2025).
107	 Selena Kuznikov, Demonstrators Block Entrance At Broadview ICE Facility: ‘They Know Chicago Doesn’t Want ICE In 

Our City’, Chicago Sun-Times, Sept. 5, 2025, https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/09/05/ice-broadview-
immigration-detention-center-enforcement-trump.

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/28/us/politics/trump-chicago-immigration-naval-base.html
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•	 Sept. 6, 2025 – President Trump posts “Chipocalypse Now” meme on Truth Social. He 
writes “’I love the smell of deportations in the morning...’  Chicago about to find out why 
its called the Department of War” alongside a photo of himself as Lt. Col. Bill Kilgore 
from Apocalypse Now, imposed against a backdrop of helicopters and explosions over 
the Chicago skyline.108

OPERATION MIDWAY BLITZ BEGINS

•	 Sept. 8, 2025 – ICE announces launch of Operation Midway Blitz, which is reportedly 
intended to identify and remove individuals with criminal records. In a statement, 
DHS Assistant Secretary Tricia McLaughlin stated “For years, Governor Pritzker and 
his fellow sanctuary politicians released Tren de Aragua gang members, rapists, 
kidnappers, and drug traffickers on Chicago’s street – putting American lives at risk 
and making Chicago a magnet for criminals.”  The press release identified 11 individuals 
who they claimed were released by Chicago law enforcement after committing a crime 
because the City failed to coordinate with immigration authorities.109

•	 Sept. 8, 2025 – U.S. Supreme Court issues an order granting an application for a 
stay of the Temporary Restraining Order issued in Perdomo v. Noem, regarding ICE’s 
warrantless stops in Los Angeles, effectively allowing the continued use of DHS’ 
raids and detentions based on race, ethnicity, language and other discriminatory 
characteristics.110 In a press release, DHS declares the decision a “major victory” but 
denies that ICE is conducting “indiscriminate stops.”111 DHS also posts to X that “DHS 
law enforcement will continue to FLOOD THE ZONE in Los Angeles.”112

•	 Sept. 10, 2025 – Gregory Bovino arrives in Chicago to oversee CBP operations. DHS 
reports that hundreds of ICE agents and vehicles are on standby.113

108	Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump), Truth Social (Sept. 6, 2025 10:38 AM), https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/
posts/115158096026629509.+

109	Department of Homeland Security, “ICE Launches Operation Midway Blitz in Honor of Katie Abraham to Target Criminal 
Illegal Aliens Terrorizing Americans in Sanctuary Illinois,” Sept. 8, 2025, https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/08/ice-
launches-operation-midway-blitz-honor-katie-abraham-target-criminal-illegal.

110	 Order on Application for Stay, Noem v. Perdomo, No. 25A169, 2025 WL 2585637 at *1, (U.S. Sept. 8, 2025), available at: 
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/25a169_5h25.pdf.

111	 Press Release, Department of Homeland Security, “DHS Scores Major Victory at Supreme Court,” Sept. 8, 2025,  
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/08/dhs-scores-major-victory-supreme-court.

112	 Dep’t of Homeland Security (@DHSgov), X (Sept. 8, 2025 11:56 AM),  
https://x.com/DHSgov/status/1965096915319902465.

113	 CBS Chicago, Gregory Bovino Arrives In Chicago, Signaling Possible Escalation, Sept. 10, 2025,  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEImBoFkxl8.

https://www.dhs.gov/news/2025/09/08/ice-launches-operation-midway-blitz-honor-katie-abraham-target-criminal-illegal
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEImBoFkxl8


21APPENDIX A – Timeline of Significant Events

•	 Sept. 12, 2025 – ICE agents shoot and kill Silverio Villegas Gonzalez during a traffic stop 
in Franklin Park. DHS initially reported an agent opened fire, fearing for his life, when he 
sustained multiple injuries and was seriously injured when he was dragged a significant 
distance by Villegas Gonzalez’s car as he fled a traffic stop. Body cam footage would 
later undermine these statements.114

•	 Sept. 15, 2025 – Trump orders “Memphis Task Force” to deploy federal agents and 
military forces to Memphis.115

•	 Sept. 16, 2025 – DHS Secretary Kristi Noem leads raid in Elgin where low-flying 
helicopters, armored vehicles, bright lights and smoke bombs were used. Reports 
indicate that at least 7 people were detained, including 2 U.S. citizens.116 DHS Secretary 
Kristi Noem shares video of several men being taken from a home in handcuffs 
after announcement of Elgin raid, but implies it took place in Chicago, and seems to 
reference Villegas Gonzalez shooting on Sept. 12 and repeats claim that “This week, 
a brave @ICEgov officer was dragged many yards by a car after a criminal illegal alien 
resisted arrest. His life was put at risk and he sustained serious injuries.”117

•	 Sept. 16, 2025 - In a video posted to X, Gregory Bovino announces the initiation of 
Customs and Border Patrol’s “Operation at Large” to “continue the mission we started in 
Los Angeles – to make the city safer by targeting and arresting criminal illegal aliens.”118  

•	 Sept. 16, 2025 – President Trump calls Chicago a “death trap” and says “I’m going to 
go to Chicago early, against Pritzker,” suggesting he will send the National Guard to 
Chicago.119

114	 Emmanuel Camarillo et. al., Silverio Villegas González, Who Was Killed By ICE Agents, ‘Touched The Lives Of So Many’, 
Chicago Sun-Times,  Sept. 15, 2025, https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/09/15/silverio-villegas-gonzalez-
fatally-shot-by-ice-agents-touched-the-lives-of-so-many-loved-ones-say; Tom Schuba and Nader Issa, ICE Officer Said 
His Injuries Were ‘Nothing Major’ After Deadly Shooting Near Chicago, Video Shows, Chicago Sun-Times, Sept. 22, 2025, 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/the-watchdogs/2025/09/22/ice-officer-injuries-nothing-major-deadly-franklin-park-
shooting-mexican-immigrant-chicago-video.

115	 Donald J. Trump, Restoring Law and Order in Memphis, The White House, Sept. 15, 2025,  
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/09/restoring-law-and-order-in-memphis/

116	 Cindy Hernandez and Adriana Cardona-Maguigad, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem Leads Elgin Raid; 1 U.S. 
Citizen Among 6 Detained, Chicago Sun-Times, Sept. 16, 2025, https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/09/16/
homeland-security-secretary-kristi-noem-leads-elgin-raid-4-arrested; Sabrian Franza et. al., 2 U.S. Citizens Among 7 
Detained At Early Morning Elgin, Illinois ICE Raid, CBS Chicago, Sept. 18, 2025,  
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/ice-raid-elgin-illinois/.

117	 Secretary Kristi Noem (@Sec_Noem), X (Sept. 16, 2025 9:33 AM),  
https://x.com/EnvoyNoem/status/1967960074212483503?s=20

118	 Commander Op at Large CA Gregory K. Bovino (@CMDROpAtLargeCA), X (Sept. 16, 2025, 6:17 AM),  
https://x.com/CMDROpAtLargeCA/status/1967910763907195128.

119	 Todd Feurer, Trump Threatens To Send Troops To Chicago ‘Against Pritzker,’ Calling City A ‘Death Trap’, CBS Chicago, 
Sept. 16, 2025,  
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/president-trump-national-guard-chicago-after-memphis-gov-jb-prizker/.
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•	 Sept. 17, 2025 – DHS Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs Tricia McLaughlin posts on 
X: “2 MILLION illegal aliens are out of the United States of American in less than 250 
days. Thank you to @POTUS Trump, @Sec_Noem and our brave DHS law enforcement 
officers.”

•	 Sept. 19, 2025  - DHS Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs Tricia McLaughlin reports 
that Operation Midway Blitz has resulted in almost 550 arrests and says that “Every 
arrest is a testament to DHS and its law enforcement’s dedication to enforcing the laws 
of our nation. We will not be deterred by sanctuary politicians or violent rioters.”120

•	 Sept. 19, 2025 – In a televised interview, Gregory Bovino reports great success here 
in Chicagoland. Over the past week alone, several hundred arrests. Those arrests 
are by ICE who leads Operation Midway Blitz, as well as those allied law enforcement 
partners” and there are “several hundred law enforcement agents and officers are in 
Chicago right now and you’re gonna see those numbers rise.”121 He also denies that 
CBP was “looking for people with brown skin and accents”, saying they were “looking 
for immigration violators, folks that have violated our immigration laws, those vile 
criminals that harm thousands of American citizens each year…. It has nothing to do 
with skin color, speech or anything else…”122

•	 Sept. 19, 2025 – Masked agents on the roof of the Broadview facilities shot pepper 
balls, rubber, bullets, and tear gas canisters at a crowd of protestors, immobilizing one. 
Reverend David Black and other clergy members were struck.123 ICE agents pulled 
former U.S. House of Representatives candidate Kat Abughazaleh away from the 
vehicle she was sitting in front of and threw her to the ground.124

•	 Sept. 22, 2025 – Agents knocked down ladders to arrest roofers working on a house in 
Naperville, with witnesses saying they were taken “indiscriminately.”125

120	 CBS News, Nearly 550 Arrested During Chicago Area Immigration Crackdown So Far, Official Says, Sept. 19, 2025, 
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/400-ice-arrests-chicago-operation-midway-blitz/.

121	 Command Op At Large CA Gregory K. Bovino (@CMDROpAtLargeCA), X (Sept. 19, 2025 10:54 AM), https://x.com/
CMDROpAtLargeCA/status/1969067551486333060 (with post linking to interview on Fox News, Fox and Friends).

122	 Command Op At Large CA Gregory K. Bovino (@CMDROpAtLargeCA), X (Sept. 19, 2025 10:54 AM), https://x.com/
CMDROpAtLargeCA/status/1969067551486333060 (with post linking to interview on Fox News, Fox and Friends).

123	Caroline Kubzansky, At Chicago-area ICE facility, federal agents hurl tear gas and pepper spray at protesters blocking 
vans, The Spokesman-Review, Sept. 19, 2025, https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2025/sep/19/at-chicago-area-ice-
facility-federal-agents-hurl-t/#:~:text=Nation-,At%20Chicago%2Darea%20ICE%20facility%2C%20federal%20agents%20
hurl%20tear%20gas,van%20from%20leaving%20the%20building.

124	Chicago Headline Club, et al v. Noem, 25-cv-12173, 2025 WL 3240782, Doc. 281 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 20 2025), available at: 
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/26289126-chicago-headline-club-written-injunction-order/#document/p67

125	 Cate Cauguiran, Group of workers reportedly detained while working on roof in Naperville, homeowner says, ABC7 News, 
Sept. 17, 2025, https://abc7chicago.com/post/naperville-news-group-workers-reportedly-detained-agents-believed-

https://abc7chicago.com/post/naperville-news-group-workers-reportedly-detained-agents-believed-ice-w
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•	 Sept. 22, 2025 – U.S. Border Patrol Chief Michael Banks shares images of federal 
agents traveling via boat in front of the Trump Tower in an apparent photo op.126

•	 Sept. 24, 2025 – A pickup truck with three ICE agents pulled up next to a protester 
who was leaving a protest at the Broadview facility. One agent got out of the vehicle to 
push a protestor and tell him to get out of the way. The agent then got back in the truck 
and the truck accelerated over the curb and hit the protestor. The protestor had to be 
hospitalized and was placed in a neck brace as a result.127

•	 Sept. 27, 2025 – Federal agents launch tear gas, rubber bullets, and pepper balls into 
a crowd of approximately 75 protestors and make several arrests at the Broadview 
facility. Steve Held, a journalist, was arrested and detained for several hours.128

•	 Sept. 28, 2025 – Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth calls 200 members of Oregon 
National Guard into Federal Service to protect U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement and other federal personnel.129

•	 Sept. 29, 2025 - U.S. Attorney General Pam Bondi issues a memo directing the ATF, the 
US Marshals Service, the DEA, and the FBI to direct all necessary officers and agents to 
defend ICE facilities and personnel “whenever and wherever they come under attack,” 
including in Chicago.130 The memo also directs the U.S. Attorney for the Northern 
District of Illinois to charge all persons suspected of threatening or assaulting a federal 
law enforcement officer or interfering with the highest provable offense.

•	 Sept. 30, 2025 – Plaintiffs file notice of additional consent decree violations in 
Castanon Nava alleging that “With Mr. Bovino in charge of immigration enforcement 
operations in Chicago, [DHS is] taking an aggressive, cavalier and unlawful approach to 
their enforcement here.”131

ice-working-roof-homeowner-says/17838441/
126	Chief Michael W. Banks (@USBPChief), X (Sept. 25, 2025, 8:25 PM),  

https://x.com/USBPChief/status/1971385661124206879?s=20
127	 Chicago Headline Club, et al v. Noem, 25-cv-12173, 2025 WL 3240782, Doc. 281 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 20 2025), available at: 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/26289126-chicago-headline-club-written-injunction-order/#document/p67.
128	Cindy Hernandez, Broadview officials say ICE agents warned that mayor’s comments would bring consequences, 

Chicago Sun-Times, Sept. 25, 2025,  
https://chicago.suntimes.com/news/2025/09/27/ice-broadview-action-mayor-katrina-thompson-immigration

129	Memorandum for the Adjutant General, Oregon National Guard Through: The Governor of Oregon from Pete Hegseth, 
Secretary of War, “Calling Members of the Oregon National Guard into Federal Service,” Sept. 28, 2025, available at: 
https://www.opb.org/pdf/SecWar%20Memo%20to%20OR_28SEP25_1759111169994.pdf.

130	Office of the Attorney General, Memorandum for the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation et. al., “Ending 
Political Violence Against Ice,” Sept. 29, 2025, https://www.justice.gov/ag/media/1415691/dl#:~:text=The%20
President%20is%20exactly%20right,and%20prosecute%20to%20the%20fullest.

131	 Supplemental Notice of Consent Decree Violations, Castanon Nava v. Department of Homeland Security, 18-cv-03757 

https://abc7chicago.com/post/naperville-news-group-workers-reportedly-detained-agents-believed-ice-w
https://x.com/USBPChief/status/1971385661124206879?s=20
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/26289126-chicago-headline-club-written-injunction-order/#doc
https://chicago.suntimes.com/news/2025/09/27/ice-broadview-action-mayor-katrina-thompson-immigration
https://www.opb.org/pdf/SecWar%20Memo%20to%20OR_28SEP25_1759111169994.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/ag/media/1415691/dl#:~:text=The%20President%20is%20exactly%20right,and%20pro
https://www.justice.gov/ag/media/1415691/dl#:~:text=The%20President%20is%20exactly%20right,and%20pro
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•	 Sept. 30, 2025 – Gregory Bovino says arrestees in Chicago were detained partially 
based on “how they look.”132

•	 Sept. 30, 2025 – Federal agents conduct a heavily armed raid of a South Shore 
apartment building in the middle of the night. All residents were forced out of the 
building, with many zip-tied and separated into trucks by national origin. 37 arrests 
were made.133

•	 Sept. 30, 2025 – Trump hints at deploying the National Guard to Chicago: “I told 
[Defense Secretary] Pete [Hegseth] we should use some of these dangerous cities 
as training grounds for our military, National Guard, but military, because we’re going 
into Chicago very soon,” Trump said. “That’s a big city with an incompetent governor. 
Stupid governor. Stupid.”134

•	 Oct. 1, 2025 – A CBP agent points a gun at Cicero resident Leslie Cortez so that she 
“could see inside the barrel.”135

•	 Oct. 1, 2025 – Federal agents are recorded placing an unnamed black man into a 
chokehold in the West Garfield Park neighborhood of Chicago.136

•	 Oct. 2, 2025 – Agents conduct a raid outside of a homeless shelter in the Bronzeville 
neighborhood, detaining five individuals.137

(N.D. Ill. Sept. 30, 2025), available at: https://immigrantjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/205-Nava-v-DHS-
Supplemental-Notice-of-Consent-Decree-Violations-Redacted.pdf.

132	Chip Mitchell, Transcript: Gregory Bovino says arrestees in Downtown Chicago chosen based partly on ’how they look,’ 
Chicago Sun-Times, Sept. 30, 2025, https://chicago.suntimes.com/2025/09/30/transcript-audio-gregory-bovino-
arrestees-downtown-chicago-chosen-how-they-look

133	Stephanie Wade and Craig Wall, Landlord accused of housing discrimination in South Shore immigration raid amid state 
investigation, ABC7 Eyewitness News, https://abc7chicago.com/post/controversial-south-shore-immigration-raid-
chicago-new-investigation-state-officials/18447690/

134	Tina Sfondeles & Mitchell Armentrout, Trump floats using Chicago, other Democrat-led cities or military training, says 
troops coming ’very soon,’ WBEZ Chicago, Sept. 30, 2025, https://www.wbez.org/immigration/2025/09/30/donald-
trump-pete-hegseth-chicago-military-training-ground-national-guard-operation-midway-blitz

135	Amended Complaint, Chicago Headline Club, et al v. Noem, et al, 25-cv-12173 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 6, 2025), available at:  
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71559589/chicago-headline-club-v-noem/.

136	Tonia Hill, Listen to a Border Patrol Agent’s Flustered 911 Call Following a West Side Crash, South Side Weekly (Nov. 3, 
2025), https://southsideweekly.com/listen-to-a-border-patrol-agents-911-call-following-a-west-side-crash/.

137	 Vi Nguyen, Surveillance video shows immigration raid at Bronzeville homeless shelter, NBC5 Chicago, Oct. 2, 2025, 
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/surveillance-video-shows-immigration-raid-at-bronzeville-homeless-
shelter/3832885/

https://immigrantjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/205-Nava-v-DHS-Supplemental-Notice-of-Consent-Decree-Violations-Redacted.pdf
https://immigrantjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/205-Nava-v-DHS-Supplemental-Notice-of-Consent-Decree-Violations-Redacted.pdf
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2025/09/30/transcript-audio-gregory-bovino-arrestees-downtown-chicago-chosen-how-they-look
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2025/09/30/transcript-audio-gregory-bovino-arrestees-downtown-chicago-chosen-how-they-look
https://abc7chicago.com/post/controversial-south-shore-immigration-raid-chicago-new-investigation-st
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https://www.wbez.org/immigration/2025/09/30/donald-trump-pete-hegseth-chicago-military-training-ground-national-guard-operation-midway-blitz
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•	 Oct. 3, 2025 – DHS Secretary Kristi Noem and Gregory Bovino visit the Broadview 
holding facility, where they observe protesters and federal law enforcement response. 
Bovino stated during one struggle, “Move down the block or I’ll move you down, right 
now.” Bovino pushed multiple individuals to the ground, including Oak Park Township 
Trustee Juan Muñoz. The trustee was detained by multiple agents and confined at a 
separate location at the facility.138

•	 Oct. 3, 2025 – Alderperson Jessie Fuentes is handcuffed at Humboldt Health Chicago 
after asking a federal agent if he had a warrant to arrest a patient at the facility.139

•	 Oct. 3, 2025 – Federal agents deploy tear gas against and pepper spray against protest-
ers, appearing to be the first use of chemical irritants during Operation Midway Blitz.140

•	 Oct. 4, 2025 – Trump activates 300 members of the Illinois National Guard into federal 
service to protect federal property and ICE and other United States Government 
personnel executing Federal law.141

•	 Oct. 4, 2025 – Federal district court issues temporary restraining order preventing 
deployment of Oregon National Guard.142

138	NBC Chicago Staff, 5 Arrests Made Friday: Latest Scenes From Protests At Broadview ICE Facility, NBC News Chicago, 
Oct. 3, 2025, https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/officers-in-riot-gear-gas-masks-shields-latest-scenes-from-
protests-at-broadview-ice-facility/3833288/.

139	ABC7 Chicago Digital Team, Chicago Ald. Jessie Fuentes files claim after being placed in handcuffs by federal agents, 
ABC7 Eyewitness News, Oct. 22, 2025, https://abc7chicago.com/post/chicago-ald-jessie-fuentes-files-federal-claim-
being-placed-handcuffs-immigration-agents-humboldt-park-clinic/18051613/

140	See IAC Logan Square Investigation Brief.
141	 Presidential Memorandum for the Secretary of War, the Attorney General , and the Secretary of Homeland Security, 

“Department of War Security for the Protection of Federal Personnel and Property in Illinois,” Oct. 4, 2025, https://www.
whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/10/department-of-war-security-for-the-protection-of-federal-personnel-
and-property-in-illinois/.

142	Conrad Wilson, Judge Halts Deployment Of Oregon National Guard, Trump Administration Files Appeal, OPB, Oct. 4, 
2025, https://www.opb.org/article/2025/10/04/portland-national-guard-deployment-judge-decision/.

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/officers-in-riot-gear-gas-masks-shields-latest-scenes-from-pro
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https://abc7chicago.com/post/chicago-ald-jessie-fuentes-files-federal-claim-being-placed-handcuffs-i
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•	 Oct. 4, 2025 – In Brighton Park, agents shove protestors to the ground and shoot 
pepper balls and tear gas without warning. Agents were also observed throwing 
flashbang grenades out of moving cars. Marimar Martinez, a Chicago teacher, is shot 
five times by Border Patrol agent Charles Exum. Text messages later surfaced after 
the shooting, with Exum writing: “I fired 5 rounds and she had 7 holes. Put that in your 
book, boys.”143 Exum and other agents told the FBI that Martinez drove directly at them, 
however, ballistics evidence showed that Martinez had in fact been driving away from 
federal agents. Following the shooting, Commander Gregory Bovino complemented 
Exum on his “excellent service in Chicago” and offered to extend his retirement age.144

•	 Oct. 5, 2025 – DHS Secretary Pete Hegseth federalized 400 national guardsman from 
Texas, who begin arriving in Chicago on October 8.145

•	 Oct. 5, 2025 – President Trump orders 200 California National Guard and 400 Texas 
troops to Oregon in response to ruling by federal district court enjoining activation of 
Oregon National Guard.146

•	 Oct. 6, 2025 – Chicago Headline Club v. Noem lawsuit filed by local news organizations 
and protesters alleging that the federal government had used excessive force.147 
U.S. District Court Judge Sara Ellis issued a temporary Restraining Order on Oct. 9th, 
which was further extended on October 17th, enjoining the use of force in immigration 
enforcement in the Northern District of Illinois and ordering agents with body-worn 
cameras to activate them during arrests.148

•	 Oct. 6, 2025 – Illinois Attorney General files lawsuit challenging deployment of National 
Guard troops in Illinois.149

143	Renee Hickman, ’It’s time to get aggressive’, Border Patrol agent says in Chicago shooting video, Reuters, Feb. 11, 
2026, https://www.reuters.com/world/us/its-time-get-aggressive-border-patrol-agent-says-chicago-shooting-
video-2026-02-11/

144	Melody Mercado, Evidence Shows Feds Lied to Justify Shooting Marimar Martinez, Block Club Chicago, Feb. 11, 2026. 
https://blockclubchicago.org/2026/02/11/evidence-shows-feds-lied-to-justify-shooting-marimar-martinez-lawyer-says/

145	Kaitlin Washburn and Tina Sfondeles, Illinois, Texas National Guard Troop Mobilization To Begin ‘Immediately,’ Last 60 
Days, WBEZ Chicago, Oct. 5, 2025,  
https://www.wbez.org/immigration/2025/10/05/illinois-national-guard-troops-deployed-chicago-immigration

146	Tony Schick and Jeff Thompson, A Timeline Of Trump’s Focus On Portland, OPB, Oct. 20, 2025,  
https://www.opb.org/article/2025/10/20/trump-focus-portland-timeline/.

147	 Compl., Chicago Headline Club v. Noem, 25-cv-12173 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 6, 2025), available at:  
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71559589/chicago-headline-club-v-noem/

148	Temporary Restraining Order, Chicago Headline Club v. Noem, 1:25-cv-12173 (N.D. Il. Oct. 9, 2025),  
https://www.aclu-il.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/chicago_headline_club_v._noem_-_tro.pdf.

149	Office of the Attorney General, Press Release, Attorney General Raoul Files Lawsuit Against Trump Administration to Stop 
Unlawful Deployment of National Guard, Oct. 6, 2025, https://illinoisattorneygeneral.gov/news/story/attorney-general-
raoul-files-lawsuit-against-trump-administration-to-stop-unlawful-deployment-of-national-guard.

https://www.reuters.com/world/us/its-time-get-aggressive-border-patrol-agent-says-chicago-shooting-video-2026-02-11/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/its-time-get-aggressive-border-patrol-agent-says-chicago-shooting-video-2026-02-11/
https://blockclubchicago.org/2026/02/11/evidence-shows-feds-lied-to-justify-shooting-marimar-martine
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https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71559589/chicago-headline-club-v-noem/
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•	 Oct. 7, 2025 – Federal District Court Judge Jeffrey Cummings issues order extending 
the Castanon Nava Consent Decree based on plaintiffs allegations of violations.150 
Judge Cummings issues further order on Nov. 12th ordering the release of individuals 
who were arrested without a warrant in violation of the settlement agreement.151 On 
Dec. 11, the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals upheld the extension of the consent 
decree, but ordered individualized determinations on the release of potential class 
members arrested in violation of the decree.152

•	 Oct. 8, 2025 – Texas national guard troops arrive in Chicago.153

•	 Oct. 8, 2025 – Trump states that Gov. Pritzker and Mayor Johnson should “be in jail for 
failing to protect ICE officers.”154

•	 Oct. 9, 2025 -  Federal District Court Judge April Perry issues a temporary restraining 
order in Illinois v. Trump blocking the federalization and deployment of national guard 
troops in Illinois.155 The Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals subsequently granted a stay 
of Judge Perry’s order, which allowed the federalization of the national guard to stay in 
place but prevented deployment of National Guard members.156

•	 Oct. 10, 2025 – An 18-year-old girl is thrown to the ground, arrested, and refused 
medical attention in Hoffman Estates, Illinois. Assistant Secretary McLaughlin falsely 
claims that the video of the young women’s arrest did not involve DHS agents.157

150	Memorandum Opinion and Order, Castanon Nava v. Department of Homeland Security, 1:18-cv-03757 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 7, 
2025), available at:  
https://immigrantjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/214-Nava-v-DHS-Mem-Opinion_10-07-25.pdf.

151	 Press release, National Immigrant Justice Center, “Federal Judge in Chicago Orders ICE to Release Hundreds of People 
from Detention Centers Who Were Arrested in Likely Violation of Consent Decree,” Nov. 12, 2025,  
https://immigrantjustice.org/press-release/federal-judge-in-chicago-orders-ice-to-release-hundreds-of-people-from-
detention-centers-who-were-arrested-in-likely-violation-of-consent-decree/.

152	 Castanon Nava v. U.S. Department of Homeland Security, No. 23-3050 (7th Cir. Dec. 11, 2025), available at:  
https://immigrantjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Nava-v-DHS-7th-Cir-ruling_12-11-2025.pdf.

153	Colby Itkowitz, The National Guard arrives in Chicago, The Washington Post: Post Reports, Oct. 8, 2025,  
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-national-guard-arrives-in-chicago/id1444873564?i=1000730887113

154	Megan Lebowitz, Trump says Gov. JB Pritzker and Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson ’should be in jail’, NBC News, Oct. 8, 
2025, https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/trump-says-gov-jb-pritzker-chicago-mayor-brandon-johnson-
jail-rcna236339

155	Heather Cherone, Appeals Court Upholds Federal Judge’s Temporary Order Blocking National Guard Deployment in 
Chicago Area, WTTW, Oct. 16, 2025, https://news.wttw.com/2025/10/16/appeals-court-upholds-federal-judge-s-
temporary-order-blocking-national-guard-deployment.

156	 Id.
157	 Marissa Sulek, Parents of teen tossed to ground, detained by apparent federal agent demand answers, CBS News, Oct. 14, 

2025, https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/teen-tossed-to-ground-by-ice/
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•	 Oct. 10, 2025 – On west side of Chicago, U.S. citizen Dayanne Figueroa, was forcibly 
removed from her vehicle after a collision with federal agents’ vehicle.158

•	 Oct. 12, 2025 – Plainclothes CBP agents attempt to apprehend two people in Albany 
Park, which attracted a crowd of protestors. Agents deploy tear gas and drive their 
SUV into the protestors, running over one’s foot.159

•	 Oct. 14, 2025 – Federal agents chase a vehicle and cause a crash in the East Side 
neighborhood of Chicago, attracting journalists and protestors. Some agents actively 
attempted to “taunt or rile up the protesters” resulting in tear gas canisters, rubber 
bullets and sponge cartridges being lobbed into the crowd. Families, including babies, 
and Chicago Police Department officers were caught in the gassing. Body camera 
footage confirms that agents intended to deploy tear gas regardless of the crowd’s 
demeanor: “We’re definitely gassing them when we leave. Just start throwing sh*t.”160

•	 Oct. 15, 2025 – Federal agents detain Omar Huerta Cisneros, a permanent U.S. resident 
who is schizophrenic. Huerta Cisneros’ family was made aware of his detention from a 
bystander’s video. According to his sister-in-law, he “doesn’t have the mental capacity 
to reach out to anybody.” His family spends the next two weeks looking for him. 
Ultimately, they find him roaming the streets in Franklin Park.161

•	 Oct. 17, 2025 – Agents detained at least five people at a Home Depot on West 47th 
Street and South Western Avenue.162

•	 Oct. 19, 2025 – Agents arrest 11 rideshare drivers at O’Hare International Airport.163

•	 Oct. 21, 2025 – Federal agent points gun at Illinois State Rep. Hoan Huynh.164

158	ABC7 Chicago, Chicago Woman Testifies About Being Dragged Out of Car, Detained by Federal Agents in Viral Video, 
Dec. 9, 2025, https://abc7chicago.com/post/chicago-woman-dayanne-figueroa-testifies-washington-dc-being-
dragged-car-federal-agents-viral-video/18269717/.

159	Amended Complaint, Chicago Headline Club, et al v. Noem, et al, 25-cv-12173 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 6, 2025), available at:  
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71559589/chicago-headline-club-v-noem/

160	Amended Complaint, Chicago Headline Club, et al v. Noem, et al, 25-cv-12173 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 6, 2025), available at:  
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71559589/chicago-headline-club-v-noem/

161	 Rachel Hinton, Immigration Agents Detained A Schizophrenic Man – Then Dropped Him Miles From Home, Block Club 
Chicago, October 31, 2025, https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/10/31/immigration-agents-detained-a-schizophrenic-
man-then-dropped-him-miles-from-home/

162	Francia Garcia Hernandez, Southwest Side Workers Taken By ICE As At Least 12 Arrested In City By Masked Agents, 
Block Club Chicago, Sept. 18th, 2025, https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/09/18/southwest-side-workers-taken-by-ice-
as-at-least-12-arrested-in-city-by-masked-agents/

163	Victor Jacobo, Border Patrol agents arrest 11 rideshare drivers at O’Hare Airport parking lot, CBS New, Oct. 19, 2025, 
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/rideshare-drivers-arrested-border-patrol-agents-ohare-airport-parking-lot/

164	Violet Miller, ICE agents accused of pointing gun at state Rep. Hoan Huynh in Albany Park, Chicago Sun-Times, Oct. 21, 2025, 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/10/21/ice-agents-point-gun-at-state-rep-hoan-huynh-in-albany-park
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https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71559589/chicago-headline-club-v-noem/
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•	 Oct. 22-23, 2025 – Federal agents occupy Little Village neighborhood, deploying tear 
gas and arresting individuals.165

•	 Oct. 23, 2025 – Gov. J.B. Pritzker signs the Executive Order establishing the Illinois 
Accountability Commission.166

•	 Oct. 23, 2025 – Bovino throws tear gas at protestors; a woman was thrown to the 
ground and others were threatened: “Bang bang, you’re dead, liberal.”167

•	 Oct. 24, 2025 – In a televised interview, Deputy White House Chief of Staff Stephen 
Miller says: “But what we need to reassure – a couple of points - to all ICE officers, you 
have federal immunity in the conduct of your duties. And anybody who lays a hand 
on you, or tries to stop you or tries to obstruct you, is committing a felony. You have 
immunity to perform your duties and no one, no city official, no state official, no illegal 
alien, no leftist agitator or domestic insurrectionist can prevent you from fulfilling your 
legal obligations and duties.”168

•	 Oct. 24, 2025 – CBP agents conduct roving patrols throughout the Lakeview 
neighborhood. Federal agents chase four men eating lunch outside enter the yard 
of a home in Lakeview by jumping over a fence and detain a man who was doing 
construction on the building.169 Supervisory Border Patrol agent Kristopher Hewson 
and other officers with him in an SUV threw at least three tear gas canisters towards 
sidewalks where protestors gathered in the Lakeview neighborhood.170

•	 Oct. 25, 2025 – Residents tear gassed in Old Irving Park, Chicago, before a Halloween 
parade; a 67 year old man was pulled out of a car and thrown to the ground. Another 
woman was hit by an agents’ vehicle. Three people were arrested.171

165	See IAC Little Village Investigation Brief.
166	Gov. J.B. Pritzker, Executive Order 2025-06,  

https://www.illinois.gov/government/executive-orders/executive-order.executive-order-2025-06.2025.html
167	 Mina Bloom and Francis Garcia Hernandez, Border Patrol Boss Bovino Tear-Gasses Chicago Crowd, Violating Judge’s 

Order, Lawyers Say, Block Club Chicago, Oct. 24, 2025, https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/10/24/border-patrol-boss-
bovino-tear-gasses-chicago-crowd-violating-judges-order-lawyers-say/.

168	Fox News, the Will Cain Show, “Stephen Miller: East Wing was ‘cheaply built,’ long overdue for renovation,” Oct. 24, 2025 
(beginning at 6:36), available at: https://www.foxnews.com/video/6383815895112.

169	Patrick Filbin et. Al., Lakeview Street Tear-Gassed By Agents Amid North Side Immigration Surge: ’It Hit Home’, Block 
Club Chicago, Oct. 4, 2025, https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/10/24/lakeview-street-tear-gassed-by-agents-amid-
north-side-immigration-surge-it-hit-home/

170	 Amended Complaint, Chicago Headline Club, et al v. Noem, et al, 25-cv-12173 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 6, 2025), available at:  
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71559589/chicago-headline-club-v-noem/

171	 Natasha Korecki, Chicago residents say immigration enforcement is leading to children getting tear-gassed, NBC News, 
Nov. 5, 2025, https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/chicago-immigration-enforcement-children-tear-gas-border-
patrol-rcna241629
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•	 Oct. 26, 2025 – ICE agent arrested for driving under the influence after leaving Broadview.172

•	 Oct. 28, 2025 – Gregory Bovino deposition in Chicago Headline Club regarding use 
of force against protesters and journalists. In a subsequent opinion Judge Sara Ellis 
calls his testimony “not credible. Bovino appeared evasive over the three days of 
his deposition, either providing ‘cute’ responses to Plaintiffs’ counsel’s questions or 
outright lying.”173 Judge Ellis also concludes that “Bovino admitted in his deposition that 
he lied multiple times about the events that occurred in Little Village that prompted him 
to throw tear gas at protesters.”174

•	 Oct. 29, 2025 – SCOTUS requests additional briefing addressing interpretation of 
the law Trump relied on for an Oct. 4 order initiating the national guard and whether 
“regular forces” includes the U.S. military.175

•	 Oct. 29, 2025 – Kat Abughazaleh and others indicted, tied to Broadview protests.176

•	 Oct. 30, 2025 – ACLU files a class action lawsuit, Moreno Gonzalez v. Noem, alleging 
their clients were denied the right to counsel and inhumane conditions at the Broadview 
ICE detention facility.177 A Temporary Restraining Order was issued on November 5 
requiring defendants to provide adequate facilities and access to counsel.178

•	 Oct. 30, 2025 – DHS reports that nearly 3,000 arrests had been made by ICE and CBP 
as part of Operation Midway Blitz.179

172	 Marissa Perlman, ICE agent arrested for drunk driving after leaving shift at Broadview processing center, CBS News, Nov. 6, 
2025, https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/ice-agent-arrested-drunk-driving-oak-brook-broadview/

173	 Opinion and Order, Chicago Headline Club v. Noem, 11, 1:25-cv-12173 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 20, 2025), available at:  
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71559589/chicago-headline-club-v-noem/

174	 Opinion and Order, Chicago Headline Club v. Noem, 12, 1:25-cv-12173 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 20, 2025), available at:  
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71559589/chicago-headline-club-v-noem/

175	 Amy Howe, Supreme Court requests further information in case concerning Trump’s deployment of National Guard, 
SCOTUS Blog, Oct. 29, 2025, https://www.scotusblog.com/2025/10/supreme-court-requests-further-information-in-
case-concerning-trumps-deployment-of-national-guard/

176	 Jon Siedel and Tina Sfondeles, Feds charge Kat Abughazaleh, other political candidates in indictment tied to Broadview 
Protests, Chicago Sun-Times, Oct. 29, 2025, https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/10/29/kat-abughazaleh-
conspiracy-indictment-broadview-protests-donald-trump-deportation-campaign

177	 Compl., Moreno Gonzalez v. Noem, 1:25-cv-13323 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 30, 2025), available at: https://litigationtracker.
justiceactioncenter.org/cases/moreno-gonzalez-v-noem-ice-detention-conditions-illinois-district-court/complaint-pdf.

178	 Temporary Restraining Order, Moreno Gonzalez v. Noem, 1:25-cv-13323 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 5, 2025), available at:  
https://www.aclu-il.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/moreno_gonzalez_v._noem_-_temporary_restraining_order.pdf.

179	 Camilo Montoya-Galvez, Border Patrol Takes Lead Role In Trump Administration’s Chicago Crackdown, Carrying Out 
More Arrests Than ICE, CBS News, Oct. 30, 2025,  
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/border-patrol-trump-administrations-chicago-crackdown-more-arrests-than-ice/.
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•	 Oct. 30, 2025 – In response to Gov. Pritzker’s calls for ICE enforcement to cease on 
Halloween, Kristi Noem rejects the request: “ICE will be out in full force.”180

•	 Oct. 31, 2025 – Federal agents used force against multiple Evanston residents 
observing arrests, tackling one woman and pointing a gun at a man’s head.181

GREGORY BOVINO LEAVES CHICAGO, BUT 
THREAT CONTINUES TO LOOM

•	 Nov. 2, 2025 – Federal agents tackle Ricardo Aguayo Rodriguez during an arrest in 
Melrose Park.182

•	 Nov. 6, 2025 – Judge Sara Ellis enters preliminary injunction in Chicago Headline Club 
v. Noem, enjoining DHS from using force against journalists, including using riot control 
weapons or gas cannisters, and requiring agents to wear a visible numeric identifier and 
body-warn cameras.183 The order was paused on November 19, but on November 20, 
Judge Ellis issued a 233-page opinion outlining the basis for the injunction, including 
that the federal governments “widespread misrepresentations call into question 
everything that Defendants say they are doing in their characterization of what is 
happening at the Broadview facility or out in the streets of the Chicagoland area during 
law enforcement activities.”184 The lawsuit was later dropped by plaintiffs on Dec. 2.185

•	 Nov. 8, 2025 – Demonstrations take place across Little Village and Cicero. DHS agents 
deploy flashbangs and tear gas onto the street and into vehicles.186

•	 Nov. 10, 2025 – Bovino and CBP pose in front of the Bean, with many unmasked. One 
agent shouted, “Everyone say, ‘Little Village!’”187

180	Sarah Fortinsky, Noem: ICE will be out in ’full force’ on Halloween in Chicago, The Hill, Oct. 30, 2025,  
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/5581764-kristi-noem-chicago-immigration-enforcement-halloween/

181	 Amended Complaint, Chicago Headline Club, et al v. Noem, et al, 25-cv-12173 (N.D. Ill. Oct. 6, 2025), available at:  
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71559589/chicago-headline-club-v-noem/

182	See IAC Investigation Brief.
183	Preliminary Injunction Order, Chicago Headline Club v. Noem, 1:25-cv-12173 (N.D. Il. Nov. 6, 2025), available at:  

https://www.aclu-il.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/chicago_headline_club_v._noem_-_tro.pdf.
184	Opinion and Order, Chicago Headline Club v. Noem, 13-14, 1:25-cv-12173 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 20, 2025), available at:  

https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/11/20/operation-midway-blitz-ruling/.
185	Mina Bloom, Chicago Media Groups Voluntarily Drop Excessive Force Lawsuit Against Feds, Block Club Chicago, Dec. 2, 

2025, https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/12/02/chicago-media-groups-voluntarily-drop-excessive-force-lawsuit-
against-feds/.

186	Violet Miller, 1-year-old pepper-sprayed by federal agent in Cicero: ’My daughter didn’t have to go through this’, Chicago 
Sun-Times, Nov. 9, 2025,  
https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/11/09/1-year-old-pepper-sprayed-by-federal-agent-in-cicero

187	 Colin Boyle, Border Patrol Agents Pose At The Bean For Apparent Photo Op, Block Club Chicago, Nov. 10, 2025,  

https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/5581764-kristi-noem-chicago-immigration-enforcement-hallowe
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•	 Nov. 11, 2025 – DHS confirms that Gregory Bovino is leaving Chicago and the 
Command Center at Naval Station Great Lakes would be closing by mid-November.188

•	 Nov. 12, 2025 – A federal judge ruled the detention of teacher Diana Santillana Galeano, 
which took place at Rayito de Sol Spanish Immersion Early Learning Center, unlawful.189

•	 Nov. 17, 2025 – Remaining 200 members of Texas National Guard leave Chicago.190

•	 Nov. 19, 2025 – Coalition for Spiritual and Public Leadership v. Noem lawsuit filed 
by coalition of clergy members alleging that federal officials denied them entry to 
Broadview holding facility.191

•	 Nov. 22, 2025 – Trump calls for federal action in the wake of a fatal shooting in the 
Loop: “In the meantime, Governor Pritzker and the Low IQ Mayor of Chicago are 
refusing Federal Government help for a situation that could be quickly remedied. The 
people are chanting, BRING IN TRUMP!!!”192

•	 Dec. 5, 2025 – ICE agent Adam Saracco arrested for misdemeanor battery after 
attacking attorney Robert Held for filming the agent at a gas station.

•	 Dec. 6, 2025 – Tense standoff between residents and federal immigration agents in 
Elgin results in multiple tear gas deployments and an apparent barricade situation. 
Federal agents alleged Luis Jesus Acosta Gutierrez was a Tren de Aragua member who 
rammed an ICE vehicle with his car in an attempt to escape.193

https://blockclubchicago.org/2025/11/10/border-patrol-agents-pose-at-the-bean-for-apparent-photo-op/
188	Mina Bloom, Border Patrol Chief Gregory Bovino Leaving Chicago Soon; DHS To Maintain Presence: Sources, ABC 7 

Chicago, Nov. 11, 2025, https://abc7chicago.com/post/customs-border-protection-cmdr-greg-bovino-leaving-chicago-
soon-dhs-expected-maintain-presence-sources/18143038/.

189	Gregory Royal Pratt, Judge rules mandatory detention of Chicago day care teacher by ICE is illegal, Chicago Tribune, 
Nov. 12, 2025, https://www.chicagotribune.com/2025/11/12/federal-judge-illegal-ice-arrest-day-care-teacher/

190	Heather Cherone, Decision to send Texas National Guard Home Represents ‘Unconditional Surrender’: Mayor Brandon 
Johnson, WTTW Nov. 17, 2025, https://news.wttw.com/2025/11/17/decision-send-texas-national-guard-home-
represents-unconditional-surrender-mayor-brandon.

191	 Coalition for Spiritual and Public Leadership v. Noem, 1:25-cv-14168 (N.D. Ill. Nov. 19, 2025), available at:  
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/71934446/parties/coalition-for-spiritual-and-public-leadership-v-noem/

192	Joseph Pisani, Trump Renews Calls for Federal Intervention in Chicago After Deadly Shooting, Wall Street Journal, 
Nov. 22, 2025, https://www.wsj.com/us-news/trump-renews-calls-for-federal-intervention-in-chicago-after-deadly-
shooting-d35e7f16

193	Mohammad Samra and Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere, ICE agents use tear gas in Elgin as hourslong standoff ends in man’s 
arrest, Chicago Sun-Times, Dec. 6, 2025, https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/12/06/tear-gas-deployed-in-
elgin-as-feds-detain-man-after-hours-long-standoff
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•	 Dec. 12, 2025 – Federal district court rules that there is no longer an emergency 
justifying the federal activation of the California National Guard and orders that they be 
released from federal orders.194

•	 Dec. 16, 2025 – Gregory Bovino and federal immigration agents return to Chicago and 
are observed conducting arrests.195

•	 Dec. 18, 2025 – U.S. Senators Dick Durbin and Tammy Duckworth submit a criminal 
referral to the U.S. Department of Justice over alleged constitutional rights violations by 
federal immigration agents during Operation Midway Blitz.196

•	 Dec. 23, 2025 – U.S. Supreme Court rules that federalization of National Guard 
members to protect federal personnel and property in Illinois was unlawful.197

•	 January 7, 2026 – Renee Good, a 37-year-old mother, is shot and killed in Minneapolis 
by ICE agent Jonathan Ross.198

•	 January 24, 2026 – Alex Pretti, born in Park Ridge, Illinois, is shot and killed by federal 
agents in Minneapolis, Minnesota during a protest.199

•	 January 31, 2026 – Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson signs the “ICE on Notice’ 
Executive Order, directing CPD officers to document and investigate alleged unlawful 
federal agent activity.200

•	 March 5, 2026 – Trump fires Secretary of Homeland Security Kristi Noem and 
announces Markwayne Mullin, U.S. Senator from Oklahoma, as her replacement.201

194	Shawn Hubler, Appeals Court Stays Trump Must End Los Angeles Deployment By Monday, The New York Times, Dec. 13, 
2025, https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/13/us/california-national-guard-trump-los-angeles.html.

195	Matt Masterson, Border Patrol Chief Greg Bovino Back In Chicago As Federal Immigration Operations Ramp Back Up, 
WTTW, Dec. 16, 2025, https://news.wttw.com/2025/12/16/border-patrol-chief-greg-bovino-back-chicago-federal-
immigration-operations-ramp-back.

196	Tina Sfondeles, Durbin, Duckworth seek criminal probe of Chicago’s immigration blitz — even after Trump leaves office, 
CHICAGO SUN TIMES, Dec. 18, 2025, https://chicago.suntimes.com/immigration/2025/12/18/durbinduckworth-criminal-
investigation-operation-midway-blitz-ice-tactics

197	 Trump v. Illinois, No. 25A443 (U.S. Dec. 23, 2025), available at:  
https://www.supremecourt.gov/docket/docketfiles/html/public/25a443.html

198	Sam Raim & Taja Mazaj, The ICE Killing of Renee Nicole Good is a Watershed Moment for Trump, Vera, Jan. 21, 2026, 
https://www.vera.org/explainers/the-ice-killing-of-renee-nicole-good-is-a-watershed-moment-for-trump

199	Jacob Phillips, Who Was Alex Pretti, the Intensive Care Nurse Shot Dead in Minnesota?, BBC News, Jan. 28, 2026, 
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c62r4g590wqo

200	Mayor’s Press Office, Mayor Brandon Johnson Signs ’ICE On Notice’ Executive Order, Directing CPD To Document 
Misconduct And Pursue Prosecution Of Federal Agents, City of Chicago, Jan. 31, 2026,  
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/mayor/press_room/press_releases/2026/january/ice-on-notice.html

201	 Ximena Bustillo, Trump fires Kristi Noem as DHS Chief, names Sen. Markwayne Mullin to replace her, NPR, Mar. 5, 2026, 
https://www.npr.org/2026/03/05/nx-s1-5667546/kristi-noem-homeland-security-fired
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•	 March 12, 2026 – A coalition of over 200 elected officials and community members 
demand appointment of a special prosecutor to investigate acts committed during 
Operation Midway Blitz.202

•	 March 23, 2026 – Amid the federal funding lapse for the Department of Homeland 
Security, several ICE agents are deployed to O’Hare International Airport to assist the 
Transportation Security Administration.203

•	 March 31, 2026 – Data that was just now released shows that 60% of those detained 
during Operation Midway Blitz had no criminal history.204 

202	Molly DeVore, State’s Attorney Turned ’Blind Eye’ To ICE Abuses, Petition Calling For Special Prosecutor Says, Block 
Club Chicago, Mar. 12, 2026, https://blockclubchicago.org/2026/03/12/states-attorney-turned-blind-eye-to-ice-
abuses-petition-says-as-demand-for-special-prosecutor-grows/#:~:text=Burke%20has%20faced%20increasing%20d-
emands,by%20a%20law%20enforcement%20agency

203	NBC Chicago Staff, Dozens of ICE Officers to be Deployed to O’Hare Airport, Chicago Mayor Confirms, NBC5 Chicago, 
Mar. 23, 2026, https://www.vera.org/explainers/the-ice-killing-of-renee-nicole-good-is-a-watershed-moment-for-trump

204	Joe Mahr, Operation Midway Blitz in numbers: Roughly 3,800 detained, and 2,500 deported, most with no criminal 
record, Chicago Tribune, Mar 31, 2026, https://www.chicagotribune.com/2026/03/31/operation-midway-blitz-in-charts-
roughly-3800-detained-and-2500-deported-most-with-no-criminal-record/
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